\/
al-Tanzil

INSTITUTE OF QURANIC SCIENCES

ASANTD1]

TRANSMISSION CHAINS




By:
M. Saleem Gaibie



First Print 2019

By al-Tanzil Institute of Quranic Sciences
Cape Town

Western Cape

South Africa

info@al-tanzil.co.za

Any part of this book may be reproduced for teaching purposes with

condition that no changes are made to it.


mailto:info@al-tanzil.co.za

sl b e Y1 ST,
“And most of the qurra’, they have no knowledge of
asanid”

— Ghayat al-Nihayah: Vol. 2, 400.
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“It is necessary for the Quranic teacher to be cognizant of
the position of men and asanid:
those that are agreed upon, those that are disputed,
those that are criticised, those that are relied upon,
those (teachers) who are accurate
and those who are oblivious;
this is of the most important things required”

— Munyjid al-Mugri’in: 57.
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Foreword

This book essentially discusses the lives of those who form part of the
scholarly lineage in the transmission of Qira’at. The nature of the content is
therefore biographical. While this book offers some basic premises upon
which the student may rely on, he/she will need to continuously consult
works dedicated to these biographies — books, journals, articles etc. — to

thrive and flourish.

Bear in mind that the objective of this booklet is to provide the student with
the basics in analyzing various asanid. That being said, it is concise, and
most certainly not comprehensive. Thus, there would be quite a few asanid

which do not fall within in the skeletal framework provided here.

The focus of the book is upon contemporary asanid from the era of Ibrahim

al-“Ubaydi — the 1800’s — until present. From al-Ubaydi until Ibn al-Jazari,

and ultimateiy, to the Prophet %&&, the asanid are standard.
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System of Transliteration

Nr | Arabic | English | Nr | Arabic | English
1 [ ’ 17 | L th
2 o b 18 ¢ ‘
3 O t 9 ¢ gh
4 & th 20| o f
5| ¢ j |2 o q
6 z h 22 4 k
7 7 kh |23 J 1
8 3 d 24 ¢ m
9 3 dh |25 3 n

10| | r |26 h

1| 2 || w

12 s | 28| y

13| sh 29| & a

14 P S 30 d 1

15| » d [B1]| 35 Q

6| L t 32| ay

33 j\ ou

Arabic words are italicised except in 3 instances:
1- When possessing a current English usage.
2- When part of a heading or diagram.

3- When the PI‘OPCI’ names Of humans.

The “al” of the Arabic lam al-ta‘rif is occasionaﬂy omitted to maintain flow

of the English.
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Geographical Areas of the Asanid'

The geographical areas considered in this book are three:
1) Egypt; which has been divided into three locations —
a. Cairo and its surrounding areas
b. Upper Egypt (Tanta and Desouk)
c. Alexandria
2) Syria
3) Indo-Pak Subcontinent

The Axes of the Asani

In each one of the afore-mentioned areas, a key-figure has been identified as
an axis; around whom the asanid of that area revolves:
1) Egypt —
a. Sheikh Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mutawalli — he is the axis
of the asanid in Cairo and its surrounding areas.
b. Mustafa al-Mihi is the axis in Tanta and al-Fadilt Aba Laylah
is the axis in Desouk.
c. ‘Abd al-“Aziz Kuhayl is the axis in Alexandria.
2) Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir is the axis in Syria.
3) ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki is the axis in India/Pakistan.

1
The asanid of the world are predominantly in these three areas. Else, there are

unique asanid to Tunisia, Mauritania, Iraq and many other places as well.
12
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How to use the book
There are three steps if one wishes to analyze a sanad:
1) Identify the area of the sanad i.e. Egypt (Cairo, Upper Egypt or
Alexandria), Syria or the Indo-Pak subcontinent.
2) Identify the axis of that area.
3) Calculate the amount of links from an individual to the axis to

determine its strength.






Mubammad ibn Ahmad Mutawalli’

Muhammad ibn Ahmad Ibn al-Hasan ibn Sulayman is the axis of the Egyptian
sanad. Most present his name simply as Muhammad ibn Ahmad, better
known as al-Mutawalli.” Some also refer to him as al-Mutawalld instead of al-
Mutawalli. Some of his personal manuscripts suggest that he was also well-
known as al—Sadafji, which is linked to Sadafah, a town surrounding al—Usyﬁt,
in Upper Egypt. It is also possible that his forefathers came from this town.
The former — as is mentioned in the first line — is how he presents his name
in his book, Mawarid al-Bararah, as well as in some of the J]'a‘Zét written by
him to his students. He was born in Cairo in 1248/1832. Others suggest that

he was born in 1249/1833 or 1230/1815.

Sheikh Mutawalli was blind. Some say he could see as a child but, due to
sickness, later became blind. He was short, with a prominent chest and was
hunchbacked. One of his most outstanding qualities was humility and piety,
which is clearly discernible in many of his writings. He would wear very
simple clothes. On one occasion, due to a huge gathering, his family made him
wear expensive clothes. This troubled him and he disliked it. He never did it

again.

* Allmam al-Mutawalli wa Juhidi £ Tlm al-Qira’at by Sheikh Ibrahim al-Dawsary.
Hidayat al-Qari Vol. 2 pg. 698. Biography of al-Mutawalli by Sheikh Aba al-Jud. /mta“
al-Fudala’Vol. 4 pg. 30.

? Al-Dabba’ is alone in rendering his name as Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn °Abd Allah,

by adding ‘Abd Allah. Al-Dabba‘ mentions his name in this manner numerous times. It
is possible that ‘Abd Allah was his great, great, great grandfather. Many later writers
have followed al-Dabba‘ in naming him like this. See ]-[ic{é)/at al-QariVol. 2 pg 698.

16



After memorising the Qur'an, he joined the Azhar University and studied
many Islamic sciences, concentrating on Quranic studies and Qirzat. He
memorised many books of Qiraat and Rasm (orthography), to the extent that
he surpassed many of his contemporaries, and was nicknamed Ibn al-Jazar al-
Saghir (the junior Ibn al-Jazarl). His contemporaries, like Makki Nasr al-
Juraysi and Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir read to al-Mutawalli after they read to his
teacher, Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami. He became the Sheikh al-Qurra’ of Egypt
in 1293/1876.

Once, while he was the Sheikh al-Qurra’, he traveled to Tanta. In the mosque,
he joined the circle of reciters. When it was his turn, he read, and some of the
other qurra’ started criticising his recitation. Humbly he obliged every time
they corrected him. On completion they asked him from which area he came.
When he informed them that he came from Cairo, they advised him to recite
to a sheikh there named al-Mutawalli. He then responded that he was Sheikh

al-Mutawalli.

Al-Dabba‘ relates that while he was still a young boy memorising the Qur’an,
he met Sheikh al-Mutawalli who was quite old at the time. Sheikh al-
Mutawalli then told his son-in-law, Hasan al-Kutbi, to give all his books to al-
Dabba‘ when he died. It is related that it was as if al-Mutawalli knew that al-

Dabba“ would become a great scholar of the Qur’an.

Sheikh al-Mutawalli would sit teaching at the Azhar. A scholar approached
him one day and asked him some difficult questions on Fig]l and Arabic,

hoping to belittle him. Al-Mutawalli listened attentively to the questions and

17



subsequently he asked asked the man if he wanted him to reply in poem or in

prose. The questioner was dumbfounded. It shows that Sheikh al-Mutawalli

was not only a scholar in Qira4t, but a scholar in the field of Figh and the

Arabic language as well. He also wrote on Tafsir.

Written works:

Moanthamah al-Al-ana.

Fath al-Mu%i wa Gbun)/at a]—Mugri — written on the narration of
Warsh.

Fath al-Karim fi Tahrir al-Qur’an al-Hakim.
Azw al-Tr urugq.

Al-Fawz al-Athim — a brief commentary on the afore-mentioned Fath

al-Karim.
Al-Rawd al-Nadir fi T: abrirAWju]] al-Kitab al-Munir.
A-Wujah al-Musfirah — written on the 10 Qira’at via the Durrah.

Al-Fawa’id al-Mu tabarah fi al-Ahruf al-Arba‘ah al-Za’id ala al-‘Asharah

— written on the 14 Qira’at.

AlLLa’ly’ al-Manthim fi Dhikr Jumlah min al-Marsim — written on

Rasm.

18



® Tahgiq al-Bayan fi ‘Add Ay al-Quran — written concerning the Add al-

) 4
Fawasil (Verse-counts).

Teachers:

® Sheikh Yasuf al-Baramiini — Sheikh al-Mutawalli read from the first
hizb till the seventh Aizb combining all 10 Qirait via the Shatibiyyah
and the Durrah and received jjazah from this sheikh.” Sheikh Yasuf
read the Minor 10 Qira’st to Sheikh Ahmad Salamanah.’

® Sheikh Ahmad al-Durri a-Tihami — Sheikh al-Mutawalli read two
khatms to him combining all 10 Qira’at via the Tayyibah, as well as the
Four Shadhdh Qira’at to him. Al-Tihami read to Sheikh Ahmad
Salamunah, as well as studied many books of Qirzat and Tajwid by

him.

Students:
His link to Ibrahim ‘Ubaydi has previously been mentioned. The following
lists some of his students:

1) ‘Abd al-Fattah Hunaydi — he read the 10 Qira’t via the Tayyibah to al-

Mutawalli.

4
Verse-ends, known as ‘Add al-Fawasil, is a study of the amount of verses in each Sirah

as well as the differences of opinions regarding it. Unknown to many, this is science

which has seen continuity from the time of the Prophet @3%?6 until present»day.
> Al-Imam al-Mutawalli, pg. 100; Tuhfat al-Tkhwan, 245.
¢ Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg. 110.
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2) Khalil al-Janayini — he read the 10 Qirzat via the Tayyibah to al-
Mutawallr.

3) Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir — he read the 10 Qirat via the Tayyibah to
al-Mutawalli, but also read the 10 Qira4t via the Durrah directly to
Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami. Some say he only read the Seven Qirzat to
al-Tihamt.”

4) Muhammad Makki Nasr al-Juraysi — he read the 10 Qirzat via the
Tayyibah to al-Mutawalli, but also read the 10 Qira’t via the Durrah
directly to Ahmad Dursi al-Tihami.” Some suggest that he only read the
Seven Qiraat via the Shatibiyyah to him.”

5) Yahya al-Kutbi — he read the Seven Qira'at via the Shatibiyyah to al-
Mutawalli.

6) ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khatib — he read the 10 Qira'at via the Tayyibah to
al-Mutawall1.

7) Hasan ibn Khalaf al-Husayni — his nephew, Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn
Khalaf al-Husayni read the Minor 10 Qira 4t to him.

8) ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Kuhayl — he completed the Four Shadhdh Qira’at by
Sheikh al-Mutawalli, if not more than that.”

9) Husayn Musa al-Misri — he learnt the 10 Qirz4t via the Durrah from
Sheikh al-Mutawalli. Later, in Syria he learnt the 10 Qira’r via the

Tayyibah from Hafith Basha, a Turk. Through Husayn Musa’s student,

" Kashkil Ibn Sha ban, pg. 116.
’ From the apparent text of Tuhfat al-Tkhwan, pg. 172.
® Kashikal Ibn Sha ban, pg. 72.
1 Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg. 187.
20



‘Abd Allah al-Munajjid, the 10 Qirzat via the Tayyibah spread
throughout Syria.

10) Shamrikh Muhammad Shamriikh — he read the 10 Qiraat via the
Tayyibah to Mutawalli. Sheikh ‘Abd al-Basit Hashim is his only known

student.

He died on Thursday, 11 of Rabr‘al-Awwal, 1313/1 September, 1895, and was

buried in Qarafah, near Cairo.

21



Links to Sheikh al-Mutawalli via Hunayd:
Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Zayyat

Ahmad ‘Abd al-“‘Aziz ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad
al-Zayyat is better known as ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-
Zayyat. He was of the most well-known scholars of
Qira’at during his time and considered an expert in

the field. In spite of all his knowledge and

worldwide fame, he was a man of utmost piety and
humility. People from around the world travelled to Egypt to recite the Qur'an

to him.

He was born in Cairo in 1325/1907. From a young age he had weak eyesight,
and at the age of 40, he lost his eyesight completely. He had already
memorised the Qur'an as a young man. He later studied various aspects of
Islamic studies at the Azhar University, including Qirzat. He was later
appointed as a lecturer of QiraZt at the Azhar University. In 1985, he started
lecturing at the Islamic University of Medina. During this time he was also
assigned to review the audio recordings and prints of the Qur'an at the King
Fahd Printing Press. In spite of all his duties, he had many students who came

to his house and recited to him.

In Shawwal, 1420/2000 he returned to Egypt and Passecl away on 16 Shaban

1424/13 October 2003.

Y Imta “al-Fudala’Vol. 1 pg 20; Hidayat al-Qari Vol. 2 pg. 634.
22



Teachers:

Khalil ibn Muhammad Ghunaym al-Janayini — he read the 10 Qirair

via the 7: a)gfiba]z until Surat al-Dukhan, verse 21. He never completed
his khatm.

‘Abd  al-Fattah Hunaydi — he read the entire Quran to him

incorporating the 10 Qirait via the Tayyibah.

Students:

‘Abd al-Fattah al-Marsafi.

Ahmad Ahmad Mustafa Aba Hasan.

‘Abd al-Raziq ‘Ali Ibrahim Masa.

‘Abd al-Hakim ‘Abd al-Latif — the previous Sheikh a/-Magar:’in Egypt.
Hasanayn Jibril.

Ayman Rushdi Suwayd.

Muhammad Tamim al-Zu‘bi.

Thab Fikri .

Ibrahim Dawsarl.

Mishari Rashid al-‘Afasi.

Sheikhah Nafisah bint ‘Abd al-Karim Zaydan.

23



Discussion
Many sjazat indicate that Sheikh al-Zayyat read to both Khalil al-Janayini and
‘Abd al-Fattah Hunaydi, who both in turn read to Sheikh al-Mutawalli.
However, as clarified above, it may be seen that he did not render a complete
khatm to Khalil al-Janayini. Whether he received jjazah from Sheikh Khalil for

the remaining of the Qur’an or not, is unclear.

Until a few years ago it was rumoured that Sheikh al-Zayyat had the highest
sanad in the world. The reasons that started these rumors are unknown. It is
probable that these rumors started due to the Sheikh’s reputation and fame
not only in Egypt but across the globe. Initially, writers like ‘Abd al-Fattah al-
Marsafi mentioned that Sheikh al-Zayyat had the highest sanad in Egypt,
while others said he had the highest sanad in the world. This is also probably
one of the reasons that many from all over the world endeavoured to read to
Sheikh al-Zayyat. Upon the Sheikh’s demise, his students still maintained that
since Sheikh al-Zayyat had the highest sanad in the world, this honour of
having the highest sanad was passed on to them. However, other gurra’had

sanads of equal strength to al-Zayyat’s, as will be uncovered in this book.

24



Students of Sheikh al-Zayyat:
‘Abd al-Fattsh al-Marsafi

‘Abd al-Fattah ibn al-Sayyid ‘Ajmi ibn al-Sayyid
al-Marasafi was born in al-Marsafa, Egypt, on 20
Shawwal 1341/5 June 1923, and later settled and
studied in Cairo. The humble Sheikh was born
into a family of knowledge; all the members of

his family were scholars of the Quran. His

father, who read the Qira’ah of Abi ‘Amr al-

Basri, was a renowned teacher of the Qur’an in

their vﬂlage and many qualified under his skilled training.

Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah was brown-skinned with a long white beard. He was a
person of great character, one who personified the Quran. If anyone sat with
him, he would not tire of the Sheikh’s speech, intellect, knowledge and
wisdom. He was a very jovial person and always smiled with those who met
him. Even when he was in severe pain due to illness, he would joke with his
students. People loved to be with him, and he had an intense love for students
and teachers of the Quran. On the other hand, when he sat to teach the
Qur’an, he was extremely serious, and exhibited an aura of awe and reverence.
When he discussed matters of Qiraat or Hadith with scholars, he

demonstrated an in-depth knowledge of these sciences in a manner that

? Biography written by his student Ahmad al-Zu‘bi at the beginning of Hidayat al-Qari,
Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 1 pg- 239.
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captivated them. Those who argued with him concerning certain matters were
refuted with integrity. He shared an intense love for all his teachers, and never

mentioned a scholar except that he spoke well of him.

He recited the Qur'an abundantly. In fact, he would perform 11 rak%hs (units)
of the Witr Prayer in which he recited two juz of the Quran daily. During the
month of Ramadin, he would not teach. Instead, he dedicated his time in the
worship of Allah, prayer and recitation of the Quran. He would perform the

Tarawih prayer in his house, in which he recited five juz every night.

Before the age of 10, he had memorised the Quran at the hands of Sheikh
Zaki Muhammad ‘Afifi Nasr. He learnt 7ajwid from Sheikh Rifa‘Tt Muhammad
Ahmad al-Majili. Thereafter, he also recited the Qiraah of Ibn Kathir and
Hamzah to Sheikh Rifa1. He later studied and read the Qira’at of Abu Jafar,
Ya‘qub, Khalaf, Hamzah, and the narrations of Hafs and Warsh via al-
Asbahani to Sheikh Hamid ‘Ali al-Sayyid al-Ghandar. He then read all 10
Qira’at to Sheikh Muhammad Hasan al-Anwar Sharif, as well as the Qiraar

according to the Durrah to Sheikh Muhammad Jum‘ah al-Baz.

In 1953, Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah enrolled at the Faculty of Qiraat of the Azhar
University. Here he studied many of the works which he had previously
mastered. It was no surprise that he achieved one of the top three positions
during each of his years of study at the University. In 1962, he was employed
as a lecturer at the Islamic University of Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Sanasi in
Libya. He remained there for 16 years, during which he corresponded with the

Azhar University and received his licentiate. Many studied under him during
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this period. In Libya, he also authored a booklet on the narration of Qalan

since that was the common reading in Libya.

In 1972, he met with the famous Sheikh al-Zayyat, to whom he recited the 10
Qira’at twice — first via the 7 a)g/iba]r and thereafter via the Sbé_tibi)g/a]z and
the Durrah. In 1977, he was approached by the University of Medina to assist
in the faculty of Qiraat. Here too, many benefited from the Sheikh’s expertise.
It was during this time that he authored his exceptionai work in the science of
7: ajwid, ]—ﬁda)/at al-Qari ila T: ajwz’a’ Kalam al-Bari, an extensive two-volume
book which detailed all the intricacies regarding this subject. After perusing
this exceptionai work of the Sheikh, and reaiising his true brilliance, those at
the University of Medina immediately promoted him. Other teachers at the

University also started studying by him.

Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah was subsequently also employed to oversee the accurate
printing of the masahif. His house in Medina was always filled with students
who continuously read to him, even during meals. In spite of his ill health
towards the end of his life, he continued teaching and would never turn away
anyone who wanted to learn. On Wednesday, 26 February, 1986, while a
student was reading to him, he requested that he be allowed to take ablution
for the Agr Prayer. While taking ablution, he fell ill and requested those
around him to take him to the hospital. He passed away en route. The prayer
for the deceased (salat al-janazah) was performed the next day after Fajr, and

he was buried in Bagqt', in Medina.
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Written works:

Hidayat al-Qari ila Tajwid Kalam al-Bari — an extensive two-volume

work on 7: ajwic{.
Commentary on the Durrah.

Booklet on the narration of Qalun.

Teachers:

Sheikh Zaki Muhammad ‘Afifi Nasr — he memorised the Qur'an by
him.

Sheikh RifaT Muhammad al—Majﬁli al-Marsafi — he read various
individual Qira’at to him, including the narration of Hafs, the Qiraat of
Ibn Kathir, Hamzah and al-Kisa’1. He also read all seven Qira’at to him
in 96 nights.

Sheikh Hamid ‘Ali al-Sayyid al-Ghandar — he read the Three Qirair
according to the Durrah to him. He also read the Qiraat of Ya‘qub and
Hamzah via the 7: a}g/ibaﬁ, as well as the narrations of Hafs and Warsh

via al-Asbahani to him.

Sheikh Muhammad al-Anwar Hasan Sharif, better known as al—Héjj

Anwar — he read the Three Qira’at according to the Durrah to him.

Sheikh Muhammad Jum‘ah al-Baz — he read the Three Qira’at via the

Durrah to him, but did not complete.

28



® Sheikh Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Zayyat — he read the 10 Qirz’at to him
twice; first via the 7: a)/yibab and thereafter via the Sbétibl')g/ab and the
Durrah.

Students:

® Muhammad Tamim al-Zubi — he read the 10 Qira’at to Sheikh ‘Abd
al-Fattah, as well as many books of Qira’at to the Sheikh: Nathimat al-
Zuhr and 2491‘]&/1, both by Imam al-Shatibi, 7ahrirat of al-Azmiri, al-
Rawd al-Nadir and many other works in this field.

® Ahmad Mia al-Thanawi — he read the Three Qira’t via the Durrah to
him.

® ‘Abd al-Raziq ‘Ali Ibrahim Muasa — he read the 10 Qirzat via the
Tayyibah to him.

® Muhammad Idris ‘Asim (Lahore, Pakistan) — he read the Seven Qira’at

via the Shatibiyyah, as well as the 10 Qira’at via the Durrah and the
T a)g/iba]].B

" See his gjazat in Shajarat al-Asatidhah fi Asanid al-Qira‘at al-Asharat al-Mutawatirah.
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Students of Sheikh al-Zayyat:
Ahmad Ahmad Mustafa Aba I:Ia.san14

Ahmad ibn Ahmad ibn Mustafa ibn Ahmad ibn
Muhammad Abt Hasan was born on 3 Rabi‘ al-
Awwal, 1341/23 October 1922 in the province of

Manﬁfiyyah, in Egypt.

After enrolling at one of the local madrasahs, he

studied the essentials of Islam as well as completing

his memorisation of the Quran by Sheikh ‘Ali ibn

‘Ali Tsa Jum‘h at the young age of 10. He subsequently completed his
schooling, and in 1944, enrolled as a student at the Azhar University in the
Faculty of Shariah (Islamic Law). Four years later he graduated, but remained
a student at the Azhar University, now specialising in certain areas of Islamic
studies. This he completed in 1950. He later also studied Qirzat at the

University.

It is said that he lost his eyesight at a young age, and that he had an
exceptional memory. He not only memorised the required texts of Qiraat like
the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and the Tayyibah, but also memorised Fath al-
Karim and ‘Azw al-Turug of Sheikh al-Mutawalli. Furthermore, he also
memorised texts in Figh, as well as the Alfiyyah of Ibn Malik in Arabic

grammar. In the same manner that a béﬁt[z of the Qur’én is able to recall any

Y Imta “al-Fudala’Vol. 2 pg. 63.
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verse in the Quran, the Sheikh was able to recall any verse from the

thousands of lines of poetry that he had memorised.

During his studies at the Azhar University he also studied Qiraat off campus
with private tutors. In this manner he completed the 10 Qirzat via the Durrah
and the 7: a)g/iba]i. Initiaﬂy, he was appointed as a lecturer at the Azhar
University; a position that he held for a few years until 1982 when he took a
position at the Islamic University of Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘ad in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. In 1995, he returned to Egypt and continued teaching until his

demise in Safar 1429/March 2008.

Sheikh Ahmad was considered one of the senior students of Sheikh Zayyat, an
expert in the field of Qur'anic sciences. People from all over the world flocked
to study at the feet of this exceptional scholar. He would indicate to those
reading to him where to stop and continue with his hands, as was the practice

Of many Of the earlier schoiars.

Teachers:
® “Ali ibn ‘Ali Isa Jum‘ah — he memorised the Qur'an by him.

® Muhammad Ahmad Mahmid al-Fahl — he read the 10 Qira’at via the
Durrah to him.

® Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Zayyat — he read the 10 Qirz’at via the Tayyibah

to him.
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Students:

® Thab Fikri — a teacher in the Haram of Medina and author of 7: agrib al-
Shatibiyyah, Taqrib al-Durrah, Taqrib al-Tayyibah, amongst other

works in Qira’at.
® [brahim Dawsari — the author of the book, Imam al-Mutawally.

® Samir al-Nas — the son-in-law of Sheikh Muhammad Taha Sukkar —

the famous scholar of Qur’an in Syria.

® Ahmad ibn Hamid ‘Abd al-Hafith ‘Ali Tu‘aymah — he read the 10
Qira’at via the Durrah to the Sheikh.

® Salah al-Din Tsa — he read the 10 Qirz’at via the Tayyibah to the
Sheikh.

The Sheikh passed away on 22 Safar 1429/29 February 2008.
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Students of Sheikh al-Zayyat:
‘Abd al-Riziq ibn ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim Misa

Sheikh ‘Abd al-Raziq ‘Ali Ibrahim Masa
was born in the town of Sharanis, Egypt,
in the year 1335/1917. He memorised the
Quran at a young age. After studying
Tajwid, he also memorised the Shatibiyyah,
as well as reading the Seven Qirzat to

various teachers.

He later enrolled at the Azhar University

and was subsequently employed there in various positions. In 1975, he was
appointed as a lecturer in the Faculty of Qirzat at the Islamic University of
Medina. He was also appointed as an aid and supervisor at the Qur’anic
Printing Press in Medina. In 1997, he left Medina and returned to Egypt
where he taught 7ajwid and Qiraat.

Literary works:
® Al-Fawa’id al-Tajwidiyyah — a commenatry on the Jazariyyah.

® A/ Muharrar al-Wajiz fi ‘Add Ayi al-Aziz — a commentary on Verse-

counts, originaﬂy written by Sheikh al-Mutawalls.

» Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 1 pg. 208.
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Murshid al-Khullan ila Matifah ‘add Ayi al-Qur'an — a commentary on

Verse-counts; a poem originally written by Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah al-
Qadi.
Edited the commentary of Sheikh al-Zabidi on the Durrah.

Edited the commentary of Ridwan al-Mukhallalati on the Nathimat al-
Zubhr of Imam al-Shatibi.

Edited Fath al-Rahmani of Sheikh Sulayman al-Jamzari.
Edited the commentary on the S]la‘,tibi)g/a]l by Sheikh al-Fasi.

Edited the commenatry on the Durrah by Sheikh Muhammad

Munayyir al-Samannadi.

Teachers:

‘Ali Tbrahim Mausa (his father) — he memorised the Qur'an by him, as
well as studied 7ajwid and the Seven Qiraat via the Shatibiyyah by

him.
Abt al-Ma‘ati Salim — he read the 10 Qira’at via the Durrah to him.

’Abd al-Fattah al-Marsafi — he read the 10 Qira’t via the Tayyibah to

him.

Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Zayyat — some say Sheikh ‘Abd al-Raziq merely
received 1'/'52&]1 from al-Zayyét, or read a portion of the Qur’an to him
and got jjazah in the 10 Qirzat from him based on what he read to his
student, al-Marsafi. Others say he read the entire Qur’an to him and
received 1'/'523[1. However, judging from what he writes in the
introduction to his book, 7adrib al-Talabah, it seems that he did in fact
read a khatm to Sheikh al-Zayyat. Furthermore, in his editing of the
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commentary on the Durrah by Sheikh al-Zabidi, he clearly states that
he read the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to Sheikh Zayyat. Allah knows
best. '

The Sheikh passed away on 23 Dha al-Hijjah 1429/21 December 2008.

10 Tadrib al-Talabah pg- 13. Commentary on the Durrah by Sheikh ‘Uthman al-Zabidi.
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Students of Sheikh al-Zayyat:
‘Abd al-Hakim ‘Abd al-Latif '

” 5 Sheikh ‘Abd al-Hakim ibn ‘Abd al-Latif ibn ‘Abd
Allah ibn Sulayman was born in Cairo on 2 Rajab
1355/18 September 1936.

After doing intitial Islamic studies at the local

madrasahs, he completed his memorisation of the

Qur’an at the age of 13. He developed a passion and
love for Qiraat and, in 1950, he enrolled at the Azhar University to further his
studies. Along with his studies at the University he also read to teachers off

campus.

After completing his studies he was appointed as a teacher in various institutes
under the auspices of the Azhar University. Eventualiy in the 1970’s he started
lecturing on 7ajwid and the 10 Qirzat at the Azhar University itself. He later

became the head inspector of the Faculty of Qirait.

The Sheikh was in charge of the magra’ at the Azhar and also served as
inspector of recitals to be aired on the radio and television. He was often

invited as an examiner of Qur'an competitions around the world.

Teachers:

® Mahmiad ‘Ali Bissah — he read the narration of Hafs to him while at

the Azhar University.

v Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 3 pg 28.
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® Mustafa ibn Mansar al-Bajuri — he read the 7uhfah, the Jazariyyah, and
the narration of Hafs to the Sheikh. He also read the 10 Qira’t via the
Durrah to the Sheikh but was unable to complete the last few juz due
to the demise of the Sheikh. He did however receive jjazah from him.

® Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Zayyat — he read the 10 Qira’at via the Tayyibah
to him.

® ]brahim ibn ‘Ali Shahhathah Samannadi — he read and received jjazah
from him in the 10 Qira’t via the Tayyibah.

® Imam ‘Abduh Halawah — he was a student of Hasan al-Juraysi al-

Saghir, who learnt from his father, Hasan Juraysi al-Kabir.

Students:
® Yasir al-MazraT — he read the narration of Hafs to him.

® Ahmad Tsa Ma‘sarawi — he read the 10 Qirz’at via the 7: a)g/ibab to

him.
The Sheikh passed away on 9 September 2016 at the age of 80 years. His

position as the Sheikh a[—Magéri’of Egypt was assumed by his student, Sheikh

Ahmad Tsa al-Ma‘sarawi.
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Students of Sheikh al-Zayyat:
Hasanayn Ibrahim Muhammad ‘Afifi Jibril18

Sheikh Hasanayn was born in one of the districts of
Qalyﬁbiyyah, Egypt. Before the age of 11 he had already
memorised the entire Quran by Sheikh ‘Abd Rabihi ‘Abd al-

Hadi. His father died whilst he was very young and he was

taken into the care of his grandfather. The Sheikh was eager to learn and
enrolled at one of the Azhar Institutes. After a brief examination he was

accepted, but could not continue since his grandfather had also passed away.

Due to the Sheikh’s unfortunate circumstances, he worked for a short time
with his uncles on the farmlands. His desire to further his studies still burned
in his heart and eventually he enrolled a second time in the Faculty of Qiraat.
The Sheikh mentions that he and Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Marsafi, the author
of Hidayat al-Qari, enrolled at the same time and thus spent six years together,
passing from one level to the other, until they both graduated at the same
time. However, ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Marsafi states that when he initially
approached Sheikh al-Zayyat to recite to him, he already found that Sheikh
Hasanayn Jibril had beaten him to it and had already started reciting to Sheikh
al-Zayyat. Al-Marsafi further states that Sheikh Hasanayn was his companion
at the Azhar University and they graduated together from the Faculty of
Qiraat. After graduating from the Faculty of Qirzat, the Sheikh furthered his

studies in Figh and received a diploma in Comparative Figh.

° Hidayat al-Qari’Vol. 2 pg. 628.
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After memorising the Qur'an, he read the Qirzah of Nafi‘ to Sheikh ‘Abd al-
Majid Khayr Allah. This he would do after working in the fields with his
uncles. Whilst helping his uncles in the farmlands, he also started studying by
Sheikh ‘Ali Ahmad Hasan ‘Ali. He would memorise various texts in Qirzat
and recite them to the Sheikh whilst his teacher would correct him. Sheikh
Hasanayn explains that he would learn these texts every morning and evening
before working in the fields. On completion of his duties on the farm, he
would walk to Sheikh ‘Ali’s village which was four kilometres away from his.
Whilst walking, and on his return, he would recite these texts so that no time
was wasted. At times, before walking, he would draw tables of various subjects
that he was studying to ease his learning and aid in mastering the various

sciences. He would study these on his journey to and from Sheikh ‘Ali.

When he started reading to Sheikh al-Zayyat, he would follow a similar
manner of learning. At this time, however, he did not have his farm duties and
Sheikh al-Zayyat stayed much further away from his home. He therefore left
his house on foot an hour before the Fajr Prayer in order to perform his prayer
near the Azhar. Immediately after the Fajr Prayer, he would begin reciting to
Sheikh al-Zayyat until the Sheikh had to leave to lecture at the University. He
would then go with the Sheikh to the University and recite to him whilst
waiting for the students to arrive. In this manner, the Sheikh spent four years
reciting the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to Sheikh al-Zayyat. He is considered

one of the senior students of Sheikh al-Zayyét.

Sheikh Hasanayn worked at various institutes. He began work initially at

Damanhiar. Thereafter, he taught at an institute under the auspices of the
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Azhar University where he had the good fortune to benefit from the famous
Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Qadi. Furthermore, he taught Islamic studies, Arabic
and Qira 4t at an institute in Bilbis, later preferring a post at Shabin al-Qanatir
Institute to be closer to his home. He was also an examiner in one of the
smaller Azhar institutes until he was eventually appointed examiner in the

Azhar University itself.

Teachers:

® ‘Ali Ahmad Hasan ‘Ali — a student of Hasan Muhammad Hasan
Budayr al-Juraysi al-Saghir who read to his father Hasan Budayr al-
Juraysi al-Kabir. Sheikh Hasanayn read the 10 Qir@at via the
Sbé,tibi)/yab and the Durrah to him.

® Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Zayyat - he read the 10 Qir@’at via the 7ayyibah

to him.

Students:

Amongst many —

® Thsan Davids (Cape Town, South Africa) — he read to Sheikh
Hasanayn with gasr al-munfasil for the narration of Hafs. He also
recited a khatm for the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah. He received sanad
and jjazah on 25 May 2005 for Hafs and subsequently for the 10

Qird’it.
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® Abu Bakr Muhammad Qasim Isma‘il (Cape Town, South Africa) — he
read to him with gasr al-munfasil for the narration of Hafs. He received

sanad and 1'ja‘za/2 on 29 May 2005.

® Munir Satardien (Cape Town, South Africa) — he recited the narration

of Hafs with gasr al-munfasil and received sanad and z'jéza/z from the

Sheikh.

The Sheikh is still alive and continues to teach Qira’at.
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Links to Sheikh al-Mutawalli via Khalil al-Janayini

(via al-Samannudi, from Hanafi al-Saqqa)

Tbrahim ibn ‘Ali al-Shahatah al-Samannidi

Ibrahim ibn Shahatah ibn ‘Ali ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn al-‘Ashri ibn al-
‘Isawi ibn Shahathah al-Samanntdi al-ShafiT al-Khalili

al-Misri was born in the village of Samanntad on 22
Shaban 1333/5 July 1915. At the age of 10 he had
memorised the entire Qur'an at the hands of Sheikh ‘Ali
Qanun. Thereafter he studied the science of 7ajwid by
Sheikh Muhammad Abu Halawah. During this period,

he recited the Quran from memory to the Sheikh five
times in the narration of Hafs. Sheikh Halawah, noticing the brilliance of
Sheikh Samannudi at such a young and tender age, urged him to memorise
the Shatibiyyah. It took him just a year to memorise the Shatibiyyah. The
following year he read to Sheikh Halawah again, according to all Seven Qira’t
contained in the Shatibiyyah. After completing the Seven Qiraiat, he met
Sheikh Sayyid ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Abd al-Jawwad. Under his tutelage, he studied the
Three Qira’at mentioned in the Durrah of Ibn al-Jazari; the Qira’at of Aba
Jafar, Ya'qub and Khalaf. Again, he rendered a complete recital of the Qur'an
to the Sheikh in all 10 Qirz4t, as well as reciting the 10 Qirzr via the

Tayyibah to him.

" Imta® al-Fudalz Vol. 2 pg. 311. Biography of Sheikh Samannadi written by his
student, Dr ‘Abd Allah al-Jar Allah.



Besides mastering the science of 7ajwid and Qirz’at, he studied Figh and
Islamic Law under Sheikh Muhammad Aba Rizq, and Arabic grammar under
Sheikh Sayyid Mutawalli al-Qitt and Sheikh Muhammad al-Hasani. At the
hands of Sheikh Abd al-Rahim al-Haydari, he mastered 7/m-al-Arad
(prosody), the study of Arabic poetry and all its scales and rhyme schemes. It
was because of his brilliance in poetry that many of his written works were in

poetry, rather than prose.

After Sheikh Samannidi had studied all that he could in the village of
Samannid, he travelled to Cairo in 1944. On his arrival in Cairo, he was
tested and appointed as a teacher in a magra’(a circle of learning). At about
the same time, the Azhar University announced that it would be holding a
competition in Qirzat and Tajwid. With the Sheikh’s competence in this field
it was inevitable that he would attain the top position in this competition. One
of the main judges in the competition was the famous Sheikh ‘Ali al-Dabba".
He was astounded by al-Samannadr’s aptitude and talent. Every time he was
asked a question, he answered by quoting directly from the books of Qiraat. It
was clear that he not only studied these books but that he had also memorised
many of them. Sheikh ‘Ali al-Dabba‘ referred al-Samannadi to another book of
Qira’at written by the famous Sheikh al-Mutawalli. Sheikh al-Samannadi then
memorised this book under Sheikh Hanafi al-Saqqa. He also spent another
four years during which he read all 14 Qirzat to Sheikh al-Saqqa. In the
course of this period, he was also appointed as a teacher in the institute of

Qira’at in Cairo.
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Amongst his contemporaries were Sheikh ‘Amir al-Sayyid ‘Uthman and Sheikh
Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Zayyat. Al-Samannadi excelled in the fields of 7ajwid
and Qird’at to the extent that he transcended many of the scholars of his time.
The very first book he wrote in the field of Tajwid, La’ali’ al-Bayan, was
included in the syllabus of the institute of Qira¢ in Cairo. After writing an
abridged version of this book, in October 1954, the Azhar University

stipulated that it be taught in all the Islamic institutes throughout Cairo.

He became so well-known throughout the world for his knowledge concerning
the different readings of the Qur’an that his name has become identified with

the science of Qiraat.

Al-Samannadi was one of the scholars appointed to ensure that the printing of
the masahif was done accurately. At the same time he was one of the scholars
chosen to review the recordings of the Qur'an done by well-known reciters like
Sheikh Mustafa Isma‘l, Sheikh al-Minshawi, and Sheikh Khalil al-Husari
amongst others. Similarly, Qur'anic recordings could not be aired over the
radio or sold to the public until it was approved by him. He also played a
major role in checking printed copies of the Quran. This meant that the text

of the Quran would not be printed without his approval.

Of the books that Samanntidi has written consider the following:

1: angz‘[i Fath al-Karim.

Laaly’ al-Bayan.
® Talkhis La'ali’ al-Bayan.
® Tuhfat al-Samannadiyyah.
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Babjat al-Lubath bima Ii Hafs min Rawdat al-Huffath.
Riyadah al-Lisan fi Sharh Talkhis La'al al-Bayan.

Umm')g/at al-Walhan.

Teachers:

‘Ali Qantin — he memorised the Qur’an at his hands.

Muhammad Aba Halawah — he learnt 7ajwid from him, as well as the
Seven Qira’atvia the Shatibiyyah.
Sayyid ‘Abd al-<Aziz ‘Abd al-Jawwad — he read the 10 Qirzat via
Durrah and the 7: ayyiba]l to him.

Hanafi ibn Ibrahim al-Saqqa — he read the 10 Qira’t via the Tayyibah
and the Four Shadhdh Qira’t (non-canonical Readings) to him.

If we consider that Mustafa al-Miht’s reading to Salim al-Nabtiti, then Ibrahim

al-Samannudr’s sanad via Hanafi al-Saqqa and ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Jawwad would

be equal in terms of their number of links.

Due to Sheikh Samannadi’s calibre in this field, many have studied and

qualified under him. They include:

Ayman Rushdi Suwayd.

Muhammad Tamim al-Zubi.

‘Abd al-Hakim ‘Abd al-Latif.

‘Abd al-Rafi ibn Ridwan ‘Ali al-Sharqawi.

Sa‘id ibn Salih Zu‘aymah al-Iskandart
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® ‘Abd Allah al-Jar Allah — he was the last person to read and receive

1'jéza]1 from Sheikh al-Samannadi.

Sanad of al-Samannidi’s to al-Mutawalli and al-Ubaydi

Ibrahim al-Ubaydi

v

Ahmad Salamtnah

v

Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami

v

Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mutawalli

v

Khalil Muhammad Ghunaym

v

Hanafi ibn Ibrahim al—Saqqé

v

Ibrahim ibn Shahathah al-Samannadi

A 4

\ 4 A 4

A\ 4

‘Abd al-Rafi

Ayman Suwayd M. Tamim al-Zu‘bi

‘Abd al-Hakim
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Links to Sheikh al-Mutawalli via Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir
Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir

He is Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Budayr, better known as Hasan al-Juraysi al-
Kabir. The term “al-Juraysi” links his forefathers to a district in Manufiyyah in
Egypt. However, his famiiy relocated to other areas in Egypt, amongst them
being Cairo, from where the Sheikh himself hailed. He is referred to as “al-

Kabir” to distinguish him from his son, Hasan ai—]uraysi ai—Saghir.

He was born in 1233/1818. Being blind, his forewords to some books, like
M‘])é)/&t al-Qawl al-Muftid, were dictated by him. Sheikh ai—]uraysi was one of

the prominent and well-known reciters at various gatherings (mahatil) during

his time.

Teachers:

® Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami — he read the Seven Qiraat via the

Shatibiyyah to him. Some say he read the Minor 10 Qirait to him.”

® Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mutawalli — he read the 10 Qiraat via the

Tayyibah to him.

Students:
® Hasan al-Juraysi al-Saghir — he read the Minor 10 Qira 4t to his father.

® ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman Subay* — he read the 10 Qiraar via the

Tayyibah to him.

* Kashkal Ibn Sha ban, pg. 115.
" Kashkal Ibn Sha‘ban, pg. 72, 116.
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® Ghunaym Muhammad Ghunaym — he read the Minor 10 Qiraat to

him.
® ]brahim Sa‘d al-Misri — he read the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to him.
® Habib al-Rahman al-Kathimi — received jazah from him in the Minor
10 Qirdat.

® Uthman Murad.

The preponderant view is that he died in 1309/1891.
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Links to Sheikh al-Mutawalli via Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir:
Ibrahim Sa‘d ibn ‘Ali Sa‘d ibn Mahmiid al-Misri al-ShafiT

He was an expert in the field of Qirzat, having studied it under the famous
Sheikh Hasan al—]uraysi al-Kabir. Originally from Egypt, he settled in Mecca
around 1290/1873. He subsequently married in Mecca, and would sit in the
Haram of Mecca teaching Qirait. It is mentioned that many of the students
that learnt from him were from Java and Indonesia. He was later appointed as

a teacher of 7: ajwz'd and Qira’at in Madrasah al—Soulatiyyah, in Mecca.

In many zjazat his name is given as Ibrahim Sa‘d ‘Ali al—Misri.23

Teachers:

® Sheikh Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir.

Students:

® Qari ‘Abd Allah al-Makki.
® Uthman Sulaymén Murad — the author of al-Salsabil al-Shati.

He died in Mecca in 1316/1898 being over the age of 70.

It was through him that Qira’t spread through India and Pakistan via Sheikh
‘Abd al-Rahman Makki.

2 A%m al-Makkiyyin Vol.2 pg. 889, Mukhtasar Nashr al-Nawr wa al-Zahar pg. 53,
Imta“ al-Fudala’ Vol. 1 pg. 524. This is how his name is given by Sheikh Sha®ban al-
Warréqi in his Kashkal 29.
 See Shajarat al-Asatidhah fi Asanid al-Qiraat al-Ashr al-Mutawatirah pg. 208.
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Discussion
Note that this Ibrahim Sa‘d should not be confused with Ibrahim Sa‘id, the

teacher of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Abd al—]awwéd.24 A few scholars have confused the

two of them, including Sheikh Ayman Suwayd and Sheikh Yasir al—Mazrﬁ‘I.25

* Sheikh ‘Abd al-“Aziz ‘Abd al-Jawwad was the teacher of Sheikh Ibrahim al-Samannadi.
» Refer to Safahat fi Isnad RI'/E] al-Qira’at, pg- 55; Kashkal Ihn Shaban, pg. 30.
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Links to Sheikh al-Mutawalli via Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir
‘Uthman ibn Sulayman Murad”

‘Uthman ibn Sulayman Murad ‘Ali Agha was born in
1316/1898. His parents were Turks.

At a young age he had memorised the Quran and
enrolled at the Azhar University. He graduated with an

ii]l}m'}g/a]l degree. Thereafter, he taught 1z ajwz'a’ and

Qiraat in the courtyard of the Azhar, simultaneously
being nominated as the Sheikh (head) of the magra’ (circle of learning) at
Masjid al-Sultan Abi al-Ala’.

Written works:

® Salsabil al-Shafi — a poetic masterpiece incorporating all that is
contained in the Jazariyyah and the Tuhfah of Jamzuri, as well as many

contemporary matters of importance discussed in the field of 7: ajwz'd.

Teachers:
® Jbrahim Sa‘d.

® Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir.

Students:

® ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Abd al-Hafith.

% Imta“ al-Fudala’Vol. 3 pg. 400.
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® ‘Abd al-Fattah Madkar Bayytami — he read the narration of Hafs to
him. He is the last living student of Sheikh ‘Uthman Murad, as well as
the last alive from amongst the students of Sheikh ‘Ali al-Dabba‘.

He died in Shaban 1382/January 1963.

Discussion
Most mention Hasan al—]uraysi al-Kabir as his student. However, he was born
— pending on the varying dates given — in the same year of al-Juraysr’s death
or after his death. Thus, him reading the Seven or the 10 Qirzat to him could

. 27
not have been posmble.

Some have suggested that there is a missing link between ‘Uthman Murad and
al—]uraysi al-Kabir; and that link is Ibrahim Sa‘d al—Mier.28 However, when
‘Uthman Murad was born (1316/1898), Ibrahim Sa‘d was in Mecca (he settled

in Mecca in 1290/1873).”

" Kashikal Ibn Sha ban, pg. 119.
* Tubhfat al-Tkhwan, pg. 163.
» Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg. 34.
53



Sanad of al-Juraysi via his direct students

Ibrahim al-‘Ubayd1

v

Ahmad Salamianah

v

Ahmad al-Durrt al-Tihami

v

Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mutawallt

v v

Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir

vy ) A
Ibrahim Sa‘d al-Misr1 i Uthman Murad !
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Links to Sheikh al-Mutawalli via Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir:
(via Hammam Qutb from ‘Ali Subay/

Via Ibrahim al-Abnasi from Ghunaym Muhammad Ghunaym)
‘Amir al-Sayyid Uthman®

He was born in Egypt on 16 Muharram 1318/16
of May 1900. From a young age he already
started memorising the Quran in his village at
the hands of Sheikh ‘Atiyyah Salamah, which he
completed at the age of nine. Thereafter he left
for Tallin where he read the narration of Hafs,
the Seven and 10 Qiraat via the Shatibiyyah
and the Durrah to Sheikh Ibrahim ibn Mursi

ibn Bakr al-Abnasi, from whom he received
1]52&[1. Sheikh Ibrahim was a student of Ghunayrn Muhammad Ghunaym,

who in turn was a student of the famous Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir.

Sheikh ‘Amir later travelled to Cairo where he read the 10 Qira’at via the
Tayyibah to Sheikh ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman Subaiy", a direct student of Hasan
al-Juraysi al-Kabir. However, he was unable to complete his rendition of the
Quran to this Sheikh; on reaching the verse: Blasi Blss &) ool ks 15551 J6s,
his teacher unexpectedly passed on. He resumed his recitat;ttion of the 10
Qira’at via the Tayyibah by Sheikh ‘Alf’s student, Hammam ibn Qutb ibn ‘Abd

al-Hadi, from whom he eventually also received zjazah.

% Mujam Huffath al-Qurian Vol.1 pg. 334, Imta‘ al-Fudala’Vol. 1 pg. 122, Hidayat al-
Qari’Vol. 2 pg- 755. TIm al-Qira’at pg- 293.
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He received some manuscript copies on Qiraat from the Azhar libraries and
would spend his time reading them and also making notes from them. With
the aid of Sheikh ‘Ali al-Dabba’, he started editing the manuscripts, increasing

him in his knowledge and scholarship.

Initially, he taught 7ajwid and Qira‘at from his house, but was later appointed
as a lecturer in the Faculty of Qira’t at the Azhar University in 1945. He
maintained this position till 1968. He was also appointed as an inspector to the
magra’s (circles of learning). In 1980, he received the highest position held by
a reciter in Egypt by becoming the Grand Sheikh of Quranic Affairs in Egypt
(Sheikh Magari’ al-Misriyyah).

He became a prominent figure and teacher in the field of 7ajwid and Qira‘at.
Peopie travelled from far and wide to recite and study under him, to the extent
that even while walking from one place to the other, students were seen

walking alongside him and reciting.

Teachers:
® Sheikh ‘Atiyyah Salamah — Sheikh ‘Amir memorised the Qur'an by
him.

® Sheikh Ibrahim ibn Mursi ibn Bakr al-Abnasi — he studied 7ajwid
under him and the narration of Hafs, receiving 1]@523[1 in it. Thereafter

he read the 10 Qira’at to him via the 7arig of the Durrah.

® Sheikh ‘Alf ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman Subay* — he read the 10 Qira’at via the

Tayyibah to him, but only reached verse 41 of Sarah Had %) when

Sheikh Subay‘ passed away.
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® Sheikh Hammam Qutb — he read the entire Quran to him
incorporating the 10 Qira'at via the Jayyibah and received zjazah for it
in 1927. Sheikh Hammam also read the Minor 10 Qira’at to Sheikh
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Khalaf al—Husaan.31

Discussion
Sheikh ‘Amir did not complete his rendition of the 10 Qira’at via the Tayyibah
to Sheikh ‘Ali Subay’, but by a student of his, Hammam Qutb. Some jazat
generally link Sheikh ‘Amir to Hammam Qutb and his teacher, ‘Ali Subay",
making it seem as if he completed a rendition of the Zayyibah to both student

and teacher. It is not certain as to whether he received 1'/'52&/2 from ‘Ali Subéy‘

for what he read to him. Allah knows best.

The 10 Qira’at via the Durrah he read to Sheikh Ibrahim Mursi Bakr.”

Students:
® Mahmiud Khalil al-Husari.
® Moustafa Isma‘l.
® Kamil Yasuf Bahtimi.

® ‘Abd al-Basit ‘Abd al-Samad.

> Jthaf al-Zaman bi Asanid Ahl al-Quran, pg. 26.
* See Salasil al-Dhahabiyyah pg. 121 and Tibyan of Warragi.
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Ayman Rushd1 Suwayd — he read Sirahs al-Fatihah and a]—Bagarall
incorporating all 10 Qirzat via the 7Tayyibah to Sheikh ‘Amir and

received zjazah for it and the entire Qur'an.
Muhammad Tamim al-Zubi.
‘Abd Allah al-Jouhari al-Sayyid.

Ibrahim ibn Salih al—Husayni al—NajIrI.

Written Works:
® [Fath al-Qadir.
°

Nathm T. angib Fath al-Karim (this book he wrote together with
Sheikhs Ibrahim al-Samanntdi and Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Zayyat).

Risalah on the riwayah of Ruways via the 7arig of Ibn Mihran.
Editor of Lata’if al-Isharat of al-Qastallani.

Kayta Yutli al-Quran al-Karim.

The Sheikh passed away in 1408/1988 in Medina.” He was buried in Jannat

al-BaqT', in the city of our beloved Prophet Qﬁ@e

* Doctor Salim Muhaysin mentions his date of demise as 21 May. See Mujam Huflath
al-Qur’an Vol. 1 pg- 337.
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Links to Sheikh al-Mutawalli via Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir;

(via Hammam Qutb from ‘Ali Subay®)
‘Abd al-Fattzh al-Qadt"

He is ‘Abd al-Fattah ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani ibn
Muhammad al-Qadi. Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah was born
in Damanhur in Egypt on 25 Shaban 1320/14 October
1907. He excelled not only in the field of Qiraat, but

in many other Islamic sciences.

He memorised the Quran at a very young age in

Damanhur by Sheikh ‘Ali ‘Ayyad. He later perfected its
recitation with 7: ajwia’ at the hands of Sheikh Mahmiid Muhammad Ghazal
and Sheikh Mahmaid Muhammad Nasr al-Din.

His initial studies were completed at an Institute in Alexandria. After
graduating, he travelled to Cairo where he joined the Azhar University and
later completed his doctorate. Subsequent to graduating here, he held many
leading positions: a lecturer at the Azhar University, the Head of Department
of Qira’at in the Arabic Language Department at the Azhar University, the
lead inspector of all Azhar institutions, the head of the Institute of Qiraat in
Cairo, the head of the Azhar Institute in Desouk and in Damanhur, the
authorised representative of all Azhar institutes, the head rector of all its
institutes, head of checking the masahif at the Azhar, the khatib (lecturer) at

Masjid ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha‘rani in Cairo, and the inspector for recitals and

* Imta “al-Fudala’Vol. 1 pg. 248, Hidayah al-Qari Vol. 2 pg. 658.
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reciters for the radio station. In 1974, he was appointed the Head of
Department in the Faculty of Qirzat at the Islamic University of Medina. This

was the inception of this Faculty at the university.

His student, the Sheikh al-Qurra’in the Prophet’s Mosque in Medina, Sheikh
Ibrahim Akhdar, fondly recalls that Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah was an expert in

many fields. He mentions that if he found anyone more learned than Sheikh

‘Abd al-Fattah, he would have travelled and benefitted from him.

Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah had many excellent written works which include:

® Al-Budir al-Zihirah — a book on the 10 Qiraat via the Shatibiyyah and
the Durrah.

® Al Wifi—a commentary on the 5/25,1‘1'/31')73]1.
® Al Idih — a commentary on the Durrah.

® A/-Qiraat al-Shadhdhah.

Teachers:
® ‘Al ‘Ayyﬁd — Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah memorised the Qur’an by him.

® Mahmiad ibn Muhammad Ghazal — he read the 10 Qira’at via the
Shatibiyyah and the Durrah to him.

® Hammam Qutb — he read the 10 Qirz 4t via the Shatibiyyah and the

Durrah to him.

® Hasan Subhi — he read the 10 Qiraat via the Shatibiyyah and the

Durrah to him.
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® Mahmiid ibn Muhammad Nasr al-Din — he read the 10 Qira’at via the
S/zé_tibi)g/a]] and the Durrah to him.
® ‘Ali ‘Ibadah — he read the narration of Hafs via the Shatibiyyah to him.

35
The asanid of the last three teachers are unknown.

Students:

® Tbrahim al-Akhdar, the Sheikh al-Qurra’in the Prophet’s Mosque in
Medina.

® ‘Abd al-Rahman FHudhayfi, the previous imam of the Prophet’s
Mosque in Medina.

® ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Qari — read certain individual Qiraat to him but did
not complete.

® Sayyid Lashin Aba al-Farh — read the 10 Qirait via the Tayyibah to
him.

® Mahmad Khalil al-HusarT — he received zjazah from the Sheikh in the

10 Qiraat.

He died in Cairo on 15 Muharram 1403/1 November 1982.

» Ithat al-Zaman bi Asanid Ahl al-Qur’an, pg. 12.
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Sanad of ‘Amir al-Sayyid ‘Uthman and ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Qadi to al-Ubaydi

Ibrahim al-Ubaydi
v

Ahmad Salamtnah

v

Ahmad al-Durrt al-Tihami

v

Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mutawallt

v v

Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir

\ 4 A

‘Al Subay* Ghunaym Muhammad

v v

Hammam Qutb Ibrahim al-Abnasi

A\ 4 A 4 A\ 4

‘Abd al-Fattah al-Qadi ‘Amir Sayyid ‘Uthman
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Links to Sheikh al-Mutawalli via Makki Nasr al-Juraysi
Muhammad Makki Nasr al—]uraysi36

He is Muhammad Makki Nasr al-Juraysi. This brilliant scholar was the imam
of Masjid al-Zahid in Cairo. He authored one of the most outstanding works
on Tajwid M'bé)/at al-Qawl al-Mufid fi llm al-T: ajwia’. It is an exceptional
contribution in the science of 7awid and is considered a reference work

amongst the legacies of T: ajWic{.

Written works:

® Nihayat al-Qawl al-Mufid — this is one of the most outstanding works

written on 7: ajwia’.

Teachers:

® Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami — he read the Seven Qirzat via the

S]Ié,tfbi)g/ab to him.

® Muhammad Ibn Ahmad al-Mutawalli — he read the 10 Qira’t via the

Tayyibah to him.

Students:

® Mustafa ibn Mansiar al-Béjﬁri.37 Sheikh Mustafa al—Béjﬁri also read to

‘Ali Subay", the student of Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir.

3 Imta‘ Fudala’ Vol. 4 pg. 517; Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg. 198.

*" Sheikh ‘Abd al-Hakim ‘Abd al-Latif and Sheikh Ahmad al-Bardssi (as found in the
zjazah of Sheikhah Nafisah ‘Abd al-Karim Zaydan) read to him.
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His date of demise is uncertain, though it is mentioned that he was still alive

in 1307/1890. Some view that he died in 1322/1904. Allah knows best.

Sanad of Makki Nasr al-Juraysi to Ibrahim al-Ubaydi

Ibrahim al-‘Ubayd1

v

Ahmad Salamianah

v

Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami

v

Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mutawalli

* v

M. Makki Nasr al-Juraysi
v
Mustafa al—Béjﬁri

v

‘Abd al-Hakim ‘Abd al-Latif

It is clear the Sheikh ‘Abd al-Hakim’s sanad — in the Minor 10 Qjraat — to al-
‘Ubaydi via Mustafa al-Bajuri is shorter than his sanad via al-Zayyat. Similarly

al—BéjﬁrI’s sanad via Makki Nasr is shorter than his sanad via ‘Ali Subay‘.
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Links to Sheikh al-Mutawalli via al-Kutbi and al-Khatib:
‘Alf al-Dabba"

He is ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Hasan ibn Ibrahim
ibn ‘Abd Allah, better known as ‘Ali al-Dabba’. He
was born on 13 Safar 1304/10 November 1886 in al-
Qal‘ah, Cairo.

Sheikh al-Dabba‘ memorised the Quran while still

very young. It was also at this tender age that he
displayed his brilliance in the field of Qiraat. When he met the Sheikh al-
Qurra’ of Egypt during that time, Sheikh Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-
Mutawalli, he recognised his brilliance and told his son-in-law, Sheikh Hasan
ibn Yahya al-Kutbi, to take Sheikh al-Dabba‘ and teach him Qur’anic sciences,
as well as to forward his entire library to him when he dies. Having this huge
library at his disposal, it was no wonder that Sheikh al-Dabba‘ became one of
the leading figures of Qira’at in recent times. The multitude of books authored
by him clearly displays his brilliance and expertise in the field of Qirait,
Rasm, Tajwid, Wagf and many other Qur’anic disciplines.

He was appointed as the Sheikh al-Qurra’at Masjid al-Sultan Hasan in Cairo,
Masjid al-Sayyidah Ruqayyah, Masjid al-Sayyidah Zaynab, and eventuaﬂy in
1949, the Grand Sheikh of Qur’anic Affairs in Egypt. The previous Grand

3 Juhid al-Sheikh ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Dabba‘ fi llm al-Qira’at by Dr Muhammad
ibn Fouzan al-Umar, A-Allamah ‘Ali Muhammad al-Dabba‘by Dr Ashraf Muhammad
Fuad Tal‘at, Imta“al-Fudala’Vol. 3 pg. 331.
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Sheikh, Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Khalaf al-Husayni, better known as al-
Haddad, also worked hand in hand with Sheikh al-Dabba‘. He was chosen as
the chief Quranic instructor in Egypt by consensus of many other senior
Qur’anic scholars. His contemporaries include the famous Sheikh Ahmad ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz al-Zayyat. He was truly and ocean of knowledge concerning Qur’anic

sciences, as is clearly displayed in all his written works, large or small.

This well-versed teacher exhibited humility and piety; he was an ascetic who
devoted himself to Qur’anic instruction and the worship of Allah. He played a
pivotal role in correcting the prints of the masahif so that they were printed
with accuracy according to the rules of Rasm. Initially this duty was given to
the Grand Sheikh alone. Sheikh al-Dabba‘ undertook this monumental task

alone until a board, of which he was also a member, was established to check

the musbaf

Written works:
® /rshad al-Murid — a commentary on the Sbéﬁbgg/ab.

® Al ldaah — explains the wsi/ for the 10 qurra’ via the Sbéfibi)gfa]] and
the Durrah.

® Buligh al-Umniyyah — a brief commentary on /thaf al-Bariyyah.
o A]-Ba/rjat a]—Mardea/z — a commentary on the Durrah.
®  Samir al-Talibin fi Rasm wa Dabt al-Kitab al-Mubin — a book on Rasm.

® Sarih al-Nass — the Turuq of Hafs via the Tayyibah.
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® Tuadhkirat al-Tkhwan — a book on 7: a/Wia’, specifically in the narration
of Hafs.

Teachers:

® Sheikh Hasan ibn Yahya al-Kutbi, well known as “sihr al-Mutawalli”
(the son-in-law of Mutawalli) — al-Dabba‘ read the Seven Qira’at via the

Shatibiyyah to him.

® Sheikh ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Husayn al-Khatib al-Sha“‘ar — he read the
10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to him.

® Sheikh Mahmad ‘Amir Murad al-Shabini — he read the 10 Qirz’at via

the 7: a)gfiba]l to him.

® Sheikh Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Mansir al-Sukkari — he read the

. .39
narration of Hafs to him.

Via the al-Shabini and al-Sukkari, Sheikh al-Dabba‘ is also linked to the

teachers of Tanta.

Students:

® Abd al-“Aziz ‘Uytn al-Sud — he read the 10 and the 14 Qira4¢ to him,
as well as many classical works like the Shatibiyyah, the Jazariyyah and

so forth.

® Ahmad ibn Hamid al-Tiji — he read the 10 and the 14 Qirzat to him.

» See Tadhkirat al-Ikhwan by ‘Ali al-Dabba‘ pg. 48.
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® ‘Abd al-Fattah Madkar Bayytumi — he read the narration of Hafs to
him, as well as the _/azari)g/ab.

® ‘Abd al-Qadir Quwaydir al-‘Arbini — he received jjazah from him.
® Sayyid ‘Abd al-Mun‘im — he read the narration of Hafs to him.

® Mahmid Khalil al-Husart — he received 1'/52&]1 from him.
He died on 14 Rajab 1380/2 January 1961.

Discussion
According to Dr Ayman Suwayd he read the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to
both Hasan Yahya al-Kutbi and ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khatib." However, he only
read the Seven Qira’at to Hasan Yahya al-Kutbi and not all 10." This is also
apparent in what he mentions in his work Tadhkirat al-Ikhwan. Allah knows

best.

The author of /mta‘ al-Fudala’, Sheikh Hyés Barmawi, has listed Sheikh ‘Abd
al-Qadir Quwaydir as a student of ‘Ali Dabba‘. However, Dr Ayman Suwayd

** See Salasil al-Dhahabiyyah pg. 114.

" See Tibyan of Mustafa Warraqi, /m¢a‘al-Fudala’Vol. 3 pg. 331. See also sanad of ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz al-Qari from his father who read to Ahmad al»TIji, a student of al-Dabba‘. Al»TijI
read the ten Qira’at via the Tayyibah to Dabba‘, and he only mentions Dabba‘s reading
to ‘Abd al-Rahman Khatib. See Qawaid al-Tajwid by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Qari pg. 30.
Furthermore, al-Dabba‘ only mentions his reading to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khatib when he
documents his sanad of the 10 Qira’at via the Tayyibah at the beginning of the Nashr
and at the beginning of /thaf Fudala’ al-Bashar of Ahmad al-Banna' al-Dimyati. Allah

knows best.
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mentions that Sheikh ‘Abd al-Qadir never left Syria to travel to Egypt. He
therefore never met Da‘bbél‘.42 Others clarify this mentioning that Sheikh
Dabba“ sent him a written jjazah on the request of his teacher, Sheikh ‘Abd

Allah al—Munaljjid.43 And Allah knows best.

Sanad of al-Dabba‘ to al-Mutawalli and al-Ubaydi

Ibrahim al-Ubaydi

v

Ahmad Salamainah

v

Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihamit

v

Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mutawalli
v v
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khatib Yahyé al-Kutb1

v v
‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Dabba‘

* See Tukhtah al-lkhwan.

. Tarikh Ulama ’Dimashg Vol. 3 pg- 290.
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Al-Fadili Abi Laylah"

Sheikh al-Fadili ibn ‘Ali Abu Laylah was born in
1869/1290 in Desouk, Kafr Sheikh.” He first read
the 10 Qiraat via the Shatibiyyah and the Durrah
to Sheikh Isma‘l Ismai Aba al-Nar before
reading it to Aba al-Nar’s teacher, Sheikh ‘Abd al-
‘Athim al-Dusaqi. Thus, Sheikh al-Fadili first read
the Sughra to Sheikh Ismail and thereafter,
directly to Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Athim. After the demise of Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Athim,
he read the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to Sheikh Sayyid Ahmad Abu Hatab.”
Sheikh al-Fadili taught both zahfith (memorisation of the Qur'an) and Qiraat

at Masjid Ibrahim, Desouk, from 1322/1905 until his demise in 1965/1385 at
the age of 96.

“ All the biographies of the Qurra’ from Desouk are taken from a/-Waragat fi Tarajim
Shuyikh Desouk fi al-Qira‘at by M. Riyadh Obaray.
® There is difference of opinion amongst the direct, as well as the indirect students of
Sheikh al-Fadili regarding the year in which he was born. While some maintain that it is
1870/1286, others opine 1869/1285; the latter being the most accepted. Thus, there
would also be a difference in his age at the time of his death, 96 or 97, depending on the
opinion considered. And Allah knows best.
“ Both Sheikh Isma‘il Aba al-Niar and Sheikh Sayyid Ahmad Aba Hatab were students
of Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Athim al-Dusuqi. Sheikh Isma‘l read the Sughra to Sheikh ‘Abd al-
‘Athim whereas Sheikh Sayyid Ahmad read the Kubra to him. Sheikh Sayyid Aba Hatab
also has a link via the Qurra’ of Tanta since he read the Kubra to Shaykh Yusuf ibn
Muhammad ‘Ajjar, also known as ‘Ajjur al-Kabir.
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Teachers:

1.

‘Abd al-‘Athim al-Dustqi — He read the 10 Qirzat via the Shatibiyyah

and the Durrah to him.

2. Ismafl Isma‘il Aba al-Nar — He read the 10 Qiraat via the Shatibiyyah
and Durrah to him. Sheikh Isma‘il Abu al-Nur read to ‘Abd al-‘Athim
al-Dusug].

3. Sayyid Ahmad Abu Hatab — He read the 10 Qira’at via the Tayyibah to
him.

Students:

® Zakariyya ibn ‘Abd al-Salam al-Jamajmani — He read the 10 Qiraat via

the 7: a)/yiball to him.

Misbah Widn — He read the 10 Qira’at via the S]zé;‘z'bWa/z and Durrah

to him.

Muhammad Yianus al-Ghalban — He read the Seven Qira'at via the

S/zé_tibi)g/a]l to him.

Salman ibn ‘Abd al-Salam al-Jamajmani — He read the Seven Qirair

via the Shatibiyyah to him.
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Links to Fadili Abu Laylah via Zakariyya ibn ‘Abd al-Salam:
Zakariyya ibn ‘Abd al-Salam

Sheikh Zakariyya ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Al ibn ‘Abd al-
Salam al-Jamajmuni al-Dustqi was born in 1927/1345
in a vﬂlage known as Jamajmiin, Kafr Sheikh. At the

age of six, he memorised the Quran at the hands of

Sheikh al-Fadili Aba Laylah. Sheikh Zakariyyﬁ would

walk the distance of 20 kilometres daily between

]améjmﬁn to Desouk, whether it was in the

excruciating heat of summer or the rain of winter. He
commenced his studies of the 7uhfah, the Jazariyyah, the Shatibiyyah, the
Durrah as well as the Tayyibah under the tutelage of Sheikh al-Fadili, thus
receiving jazah for these texts. Thereafter, he read three individual khatms
(complete renditions of the entire Qur'an) to the Sheikh. He first combined
the Seven Qiraat via the Shatibiyyah, followed by reading the 10 Qirzat via
Shatibiyyah and the Durrah and thereafter completed a khatm of the 10
Qira’at via the Tayyibah. Sheikh Zakariyya was the only known student to
have studied the text of the 7ayyibah and to have subsequently read and
received a sanad and jjazah from Shaykh al-Fadili for the text as well as the 10

Qiraiat via the Tayyibah.

From the period of 1957 to 1967, Sheikh Zakariyya enrolled at the Kulliyat al-
Arabiyyah (Faculty of Arabic) in Cairo where he furthered his studies in the
field of Qira’at. In 1958, he received his shahadah (Diploma), followed by his
shahadah al-%liyah (Higher Diploma) in 1963, and thereafter majored and
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qualified in a course that was dedicated to the study of the 10 Qiraat via the
Tayyibah in 1967 (takhassus). He was appointed as a lecturer at the al-Azhar
University in 1968. In 1973, he was recruited to reside and teach in Saudi
Arabia, where he remained for approximately four years. He returned to
Jamajman in 1977. It was only after he left Saudi Arabia that they became
aware of his high sanad. Sheikh Zakariyya was incessantly requested to return
to Saudi Arabia, but their requests were in vain. Sheikh Zakariyya spent the
remainder of his life teaching at Ma‘had al-Dini and also acted as an imam at

Masjid Sulaym in his hometown, Jamajmun.

One of the asinid that Sheikh Zakariyya received from Sheikh al-Fadili
equated the asianid of Sheikh Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Zayyat, Sheikh
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hamid ‘Abd Allah al-Sikandari, Sheikh ‘Atiyyah
Muhammad al-Wasili al-Manafi and Shaykh ‘Abd al-Basit Hashim. They all
had four links between themselves and Ibrahim al-‘Ubaydi, considered as being
the highest in the world. In fact, considering another link of Sheikh Zakariyya,
he would have only three intermediaries between himself and Sheikh Ibrahim
al-Ubaydi; making his sanad the highest/shortest known currently, even
higher/shorter than that of Sheikh al-Zayyat and those in his tabagah

(generation).

Sheikh Zakariyyé Passed away in 2009 at the age of 82.
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Links to Fadili Aba Laylah via Misbah Widn:
Misbah Widn

Sheikh Misbah Ibrahim Muhammad al-
Sheikh ‘Ali Widn was born in 1943/1361
in Desouk, Kafr Sheikh. In 1958, he
completed the memorisation of the
Quran at the age of 15 under the

tutelage of Sheikh al-Fadili. Before

initiating his studies in Qirat, he first revised the Qur’an five times with his
teacher. He then studied and committed to memory the texts of the Tuhfah,
the Jazariyyah and the Shatibiyyah. Subsequent to rendering a khatm in the
Seven Qiraiat via the Shatibiyyah, he memorised and studied the text of the
Durrah. Thereafter, he rendered the 10 Qira’at via the Durrah. However, due
to being summoned and enlisted by the Egyptian army in 1964, this rendition
was truncated when he reached Sirah Yasin. Sheikh al-Fadili did however

issue Shaykh Misbah with an jjazah for the Three Qira’at via the Durrah.

After serving in the army, he enrolled in the Faculty of Qira’r at the al-Azhar
University. Here he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1979 and
subsequently completed his Masters in Qira’at in 1986. In 1980, he started
teaching tahfith at Masjid Nawwar in Desouk. Shortly thereafter, he was
offered a teaching post at the Azhar University. He accepted this post and

taught at the Azhar University until 2003.
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After retiring from the Azhar University in 2003, Sheikh Misbah resides and
still teaches from his home in Desouk, Kafr Sheikh. Sheikh Misbah indicated

that he intends to seize all teaching due to his age.

Previously, Sheikh Misbah would only allow students to read for sanad and
jjazah mushafahatan i.e. the student had to physically read in the presence of
the Sheikh. Of recent, Sheikh Misbah allows a student to read telephonically,
via Skype or any other social network platform. These recitals via social
network platforms are managed by his personal assistant, Ahmad Sayyid and

Muhammad Mabrik.
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Links to Fadili Abu Laylah via Yanus al-Ghalban:
Muhammad Yianus al-Ghalban

Sheikh Muhammad Yianus ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani ibn
Ibrahim al-Ghalban was born in 1946/1365 in a
village known as Shabbas al-Milh in Desouk,
Kafr Sheikh. At the age of 12, he completed the
memorisation of the Quran under the tutelage of
Sheikh ‘Umar al-Nashwan. In 1963, his father
took him to Shaykh al-Fadili Aba Laylah where

he started his studies on Qiraat. He was 17 years old at the time. Two years
later — at 19 — he had memorised the S]Iéﬁbi)g/a]) and rendered a khatm in
the Seven Qira’at according to the Shatibiyyah.

Subsequently, Sheikh Yanus rendered numerous khatms in the Seven Qiraat
—ifradan (individually) and jaman (collectively) to Sheikh al-Fadili. Thereafter,
he received jjazah of talaggi from Shaykh al-Fadili for the Seven Qiraat, as
well as the Tuhfah, the Jazariyyah and the Shatibiyyah.

Sheikh Ytnus remained with Shaykh al-Fadili for approximately 18 months
before Shaykh al-Fadili passed away in 1965 at the age of 96. At that time,
Sheikh Yunus was studying the text of the Durrah by him. However, after the
death of Shaykh al-Fadili, Sheikh Yanus never furthered his studies, nor did he

read to any other teacher.

Due to Sheikh Yunus’s busy schedule as a public reciter, he only started

teaching and subsequently started issuing sanad and jjazah to students in 2008,
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at the age of 62. Currently, more than one thousand students have read to
him. He allows students to render khatms to him telephonically or via any
social networking platform such as Whatsapp, Skype or IMO with the
prerequisite that the student completes his/her khatm in person. Students are
required to read a minimum of 1-2 ajza’ per sitting. Students are allowed to
recite any Riwayah (transmission), Qira ah (Reading), combine selected Qiraat
in a session or even choose to recite the entire Seven Qiraat via the
S]lé,tibi)gfab. These afore-mentioned options are done at the discretion of the
student. Both of his sons, ‘Asim and Hani, assist their father with the
preparation of the yjazat and are usuaﬂy present for the completion of a

student’s khatm. They also manage the various social networking platforms on

behalf of their father.

Sheikh Yunus is currently one of the heads of the halagat al-igra’at Masjid al-

Ibrahim, Desouk. The Sheikh currently resides and teaches from his home in
Desouk, Kafr Sheikh.
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The Asanid of the Desouki’s in the Seven and Minor 10 Qira’at

Ibrahim al-‘Ubayd1
v
‘Ali al-Haddadi alAzhari
v
‘Abd al-‘Athim al-Dustq1
v
Fadili Aba Laylah

v v

M. Yanus al-Ghalban Misbah Widn

The Asanid of the Desouki’s in the Major 10 Qira’at

Ibrahim al—‘UbaydI
v
‘Ali al-Haddadi alAzhari
v
‘Abd al-‘Athim al—Dusﬁqi
v v
Al-Sayyid Aba Hatab
v
Fadili Aba Laylah

v

Zakariyya ‘Abd al-Salam
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Mustafi al-Mihi~

He is Mustafa ibn ‘Ali ibn ‘Umar ibn Hamad ibn ‘Umar ibn Naji ibn Funaysh
al-“Awni al-Mihi. The attribution of “al-Mihi” links this great Quranic scholar
to a district in Manﬁfiyyah, Egypt. Sheikh Mustafa al-Miht was born in circa
1170/1757. He was one of the most outstanding scholars of his time in the

field of Qira’at. His writing bears testimony to this. He is occasionally referred

to as “al-Mihi al-Saghir” while his father is referred to as “al-Mihi al-Kabir”.

Written Works:

® [ath al-Karim al-Rahman fr Tahrir Amy'u]l al-Quran.

Teachers:

® ‘Ali al-Mihi (his father) — he read the 10 Qira’at to his father. His
father explicitly states that he read to Isma‘l al—Mahalli.48 In some later
jazat it is mentioned that Sheikh ‘Ali al-Mihi also read to Salim al-
Nabtit."” It is rare that a sanad passes via ‘Ali al-Mihi except that it is

. _ 50
via son, Mustafa al-Mihi.

® Silim al-Nabtiti — he read the 10 Qira’at to him. Sheikh Salim was a
contemporary to Sheikh Ibrahim al-“Ubaydi; having read to ‘Ali al-
Badri.

v Hidayat al-Qari, Vol. 2, pg. 730.
“ Sheikh Isma‘il al-Mahalli read to ‘Ali al»Rumayli, who read to Muhammad al»Baqari.
® Kashkial Ihn Shaban, pg. 164.
> Kashkal Ibn Shaban, Pg 165.
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Students:
® ‘Ali Saqar al-Jawhari — he read the 10 Qira’at via the Tayyibah to him.

® Sulayman al-Shahdawi — he read the 10 Qirzat via the Tayyibah to
him. His students include Mahmuad ‘Amir al-Shabini — the teacher of

Sheikh al-Dabba‘ — and ‘Abd al-Mun‘im al-Bundari.

He died in approximately 1235/1820.
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Yasuf ‘Ajjur
He is Yasuf ibn Muhammad al-Mahrigi, better known as Yasuf ‘Ajjar. He was
born in 1221/1806 according to the dominant opinion. The attribution “al-

Mahrtqgi” links the Sheikh to the area of Mahriq in Tanta.

He completed his memorisation of the Qur'an at a young age. His nurturing
in the science of Qira’at was at the hands of Sheikh ‘Ali Saqar al-Jawhari and
‘Abd al-Mun‘im al-Bundari. After mastering the science, he taught QiraZt in
Tanta. His student, Uthman al-Hafith al-Traqi, describes him as the Sheikh al-
Qurra’ during his era; upon whom all agreed concerning his piety and his
unique relationship with Allah (wilayah). People travelled from all over Egypt
to study Qiraat by him. It seems that he was renowned beyond the borders of
Egypt as well, since Sheikh ‘Uthman al-Iraqi travelled from Iraq to recite to

him.

Many of the asanid of Tanta, amongst other areas — pass via this exceptional

scholar.

Teachers:
® “Ali Sagar al-Jawharl — he read the Major 10 Qirz4t to him.

® ‘Abd al-Mun‘im al-Bundari — he read the Minor 10 Qira’at to him.

Students:
® Ahmad Yasuf ‘Ajjar (his son).

® Sayyid Ahmad Aba Hatab.
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® Uthman al-Hafith al—‘lréqi — he travelled to Sheikh Yasuf ‘Ajjar in

1310/1892.
® Muhammad Hilali al-Abyart.
® Ahmad Sharaf al-Abyari.

® Muhammad Ghazal.

He died on 4 Rabi‘al-Awwal 1321/30 May 1903.
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Sanad of Ibrahim al-Samanniidi via Tanta

Ibrahim al-Ubaydi Salim al-Nabtitt
v v
Ahmad Salamiinah Mustafa al-Mihi
v v
Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami ‘Ali Saqar al-Jawhari
v v
M. Ahmad al-Mutawalli Yusuf ‘Ajjar
v v
Khalil M. Ghunaym Ibrahim Sa‘id
v v
Hanafi Ibrahim al—Saqqﬁ ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Abd al-Jawwad

v v
Ibrahim ibn Shahathah al-Samannadi

As may be noticed, Sheikh al-Samanntudi’s sanad in the Major 10 Qiraat from
Hanaft al—Saqqé — via Cairo — and ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Abd al-Jawwad — via Tanta —

are equal in terms of the amount of links in them.
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Sanad of ‘Ali al-Dabba‘ via Tanta

Ibrahim al-Ubaydi Salim al-Nabtitt
v v
Ahmad Salamiinah Mustafa al-Mihi
v v
Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami Sulayman al-Shahdawi
v v
M. Ahmad al-Mutawalli Mahmad ‘Amir al-Shabini
v
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khatib

v v

‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Dabba‘

The sanad of Sheikh al-Dabba‘ in the Major 10 Qirz4t via Tanta is stronger

than his sanad via Cairo.
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The sanads of Ibrihim Mursi Bakr al-Abnisi via Tanti

Salim al-Nabtitt Ibrahim al-‘Ubayd1
v v
Mustafa al-Mihi Ahmad Salamanah
v v
‘Ali Saqar al-Jawhari Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami
v v
Yasuf ‘Ajjar Hasan al—]uraysi Kabir
v v
Ahmad ‘Ajjur Ghunaym Muhammad

\ 4

Ibrahim Mursi Bakr al-Abnast

Sheikh Ibrahim al-Abnasi’s sanad via Cairo and Tanta are equal in their
amount of links. If we consider Hasan al-Juraysr’s reading to al-Mutawalli,
then the sanad via Cairo will be longer. Bear in mind that Ibrahim al-Abnast’s
reading to Ahmad ‘Ajjur is the Major 10 Qira 4t while his reading to Ghunaym

Muhammad Ghunaym is in the Minor 10 Qiraat.

> See the jjazah of Abu Nusaybah to Moulana Riyad Obaray.
87



The sanads of the Desouki’s via Tanta

Salim al-Nabtiti
v
Mustafa al-Mihi
v
‘Ali Saqar al-Jawhari
v
Yasuf “Ajjar
v
Al-Sayyid Aba Hatab
v
Fadili Aba Laylah

v

Zakariyya ‘Abd al-Salam
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Links to ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Kuhayl via al-Khalijt:
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khaliji

Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn Sulayman
was born on 5 Dhi al-Hijjah 1292/ 2 January 1876. He was born to two pious
parents who longed that he be a scholar and memorise the Quran. Allah
answered their prayers, and Sheikh ‘Abd al-Rahman memorised the entire
Qur’an at the tender age of 10. Thereafter, his father presented him to Sheikh
Shahhatah al-Sandarisi to study 7awid He later enrolled at the Anwar
Institute, studying all the necessary sciences of din in a similar manner to the
Azhar University. Under the tutelage of Sheikh Bishbishi, he studied Hanafi
Figh, Arabic and its poetry, particularly its different scales and rhymes. He
learnt Arabic grammar and morphology by Sheikh ‘Umar ibn Khalifah, who
was known as the Sibway of his time. He learned Rhetoric from Sheikh Miisa
Kullah, 7afsir and Hadith by the Sheikh of the ShafiT school of law, Sheikh
Ismafl ‘Afifi. At the hands of Sheikh Muhammad Bakhit al-Muti4, the Qadi of
Alexandria, he learnt Mantig and Tawhid. He studied Usia/ under the Qadr of
Alexandria in 1900, Sheikh Ahmad Idris. Under the supervision of the well-
known scholars and experts, Muhammad Sabiq al-Iskandari and ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
Kuhayl, who were the leading gurra’in Alexandria at the time, he mastered

the science of Qiraat.

He was appointed as a reciter at the magra’ (circle of knowledge) of Umm

Husayn Beck at Masjid Danyal, a position he maintained until Sheikh ‘Ali al-

* Imta “al-Fudala’Vol. 4 pg. 243 and Hidayat al-Qari’Vol. 2 pg 709.
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Dabba‘ made him the head of that magra’in 1889. In 1905, he graduated from
the Azhar University with the Shahadah al-Ahliyyah.

Approximately 35 books were written by Sheikh Khaliji in the fields of Figh,
Tawhid, Nahw, Sarf, Tlm al-Arad, Qiraat, Tajwid, Waqt, and Rasm, among

others. Some of his books in the field of Qiraat include::
® Taysir al-Amr li Hafs min al-Nashr.
® Qurrat al-Ayn bi tahrir ma bayn al-Saratayn.

® [Hall al-Mushkilat — this book is still used and relied upon by scholars

of Qira’at across the giobe, including the scholars of the Azhar.

® Alfiyyat al-Khalijiyyah fi al-Qira’at al-Ashriyyah — it consists of 1000

lines of poetry discussing matters concerning the 10 Qiraat.
® A/l-Duras al-Tajwidiyyah.
® A/lThtida’ fi al-Wagf wa al-Ibtidz’.

® A commentary on the Ra ’1')9/3]1 of Imam al-Shatibi.

Tawjihat al-Qira at.

On a number of occasions, Sheikh Khalijr's father dreamt that he saw the
moon rising and shedding its light from his bedroom window. He interpreted
this to mean that a person from his house would spread knowledge
throughout the world. Exactly as his father interpreted, students bearing
knowledge of Qira’at gained from Sheikh Khaliji or via his students can be

found in all four corners of the world. Many pride themselves in having him
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in their sanad, since he held one of the highest sanads of his era in the field of

Qird’it.

Teachers in Qira’at:

® ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Kuhayl — he read the Minor 10 Qira’at to Muhammad
Sabiq al-Iskandari and the Major 10 Qiraat to ‘Abd al-“‘Athim al-

Dusugi.

® Muhamad Sabiq al-Iskandari — he read the Seven Qiraitto him.”

Students:

® Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Iskandari.

He died in Alexandria on 20 DhAa al-Hijjah 1389/26 February 1970. Some say
he died in 1969. And Allah knows best.

> Kashkil Ibn Sha ban, pg. 182.
92



Links to ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Kuhayl via Nafisah:
Sheikhah Nafisah bint Abi al-Tla™"

Her name is Nafisah bint Aba al-Tla ibn Ahmad ibn Rajab. She was born in
Alexandria in 1294/1874. At a very young age she had memorised the Quran.
Thereafter, she embarked on memorising the Tuhfah of Jamzari, the
Jazariyyah, the Shatibiyyah on the Seven Qiraat, the Durrah on the Three

remaining Qiraat, the Tayyibah on the 10 Qirzat and many other texts. She
then read all these Qiraat to the Sheikh al-Qurra’ of Alexandria during that
time, Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Ali Kuhayl.

She never married and dedicated her life to the teaching of Qur'an and Qiraat.
She taught from her house, passing on her knowledge of Qirat to whoever
came to recite to her. In this manner she spent her life until she passed away,
nearing the age of 80 years. She was a contemporary of the Sheikh al-Qurra’ of
Alexandria, Sheikh Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khalijt.

Teacher:

® ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Kuhayl.

Students:
® Umm al-Sa‘d.

® Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Iskandari.

She died in 1374 /1954.

> Imta “al-Fudala’Vol. 5 pg. 132.
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Links to ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Kuhayl via Nafisah;

from Umm al-Sa‘d:

Sheikhah Umm al-Sa‘d”

Sheikhah Umm al-Sa‘d bint Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Najm was born on
1343/1925 in Manﬁfiyyah, Egypt. At the age of two she lost her eyesight. Due

to her father’s work, they moved and settled in Alexandria.

She started her memorisation of the Quran at the age of five and completed
when she was 10 years old. At the age of 15, she went to Sheikhah Nafisah
bint Aba al-Tla to study Qirzat Sheikhah Nafisah dedicated her life to the
teaching of Quran and Qiraat. Inspite of the many marriage proposals she
received, she never married and chose to teach Quran instead. She also
became very despondent in that many of her female students upon whom she
had sacrificed much time and effort neglected to teach what they had gained
from her after getting married. Thus, when Sheikhah Umm al-Sa’d came to
her, she agreed to teach her Qirzat on the very unusual condition that she
would not get married. Sheikhah Umm al-Sa‘d agreed to this condition. It was
in this manner that she read the 10 Qira’at via the Shatibiyyah and the Durrah
to Sheikhah Nafisah. At the age of 23, she completed her study of the 10

Qird’it.

Thereafter, she started teaching Qirzat in Alexandria. Because she was blind,
she nothing preoccupied her except the Quran and Qirzat. Her mind was

thus engrossed with none other than the Qur'an and the texts of 7ajwid and

> Imta’Vol. 5 pg- 95.
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Qira’at that she had memorised. It was therefore not unusual that she became
an expert in these sciences. All over the world, the name of Umm al-Sa‘d was
known, not only for her expertise and proficiency in the science of Qira’at, but
also for her high sanad. Men and women from all over the world travelled to
read Qiraat to her. She would teach women from 8am until 2pm, and the men
from 2pm till 8pm in the evening. They would only break for prayers, eating,
and other necessary duties. In 1999, she spent 10 months in Riyadh where
many read and benefited from her. For 60 years she continued teaching the
Quran in this manner. Towards the end of her life she stated: “60 years of
memorising and revising the Quran and its Qirz4t has made it such that I
cannot forget anything of it. I know every verse of the Qur’an, in which sirah
it appears, which juz it is in, its mutashabihat (similar Verses), and how to read
it in all its different Qiraat. It is as if I know the Qur'an like my very name. I
do not sense that I would forget or faulter in it because there is nothing else I

know except the Quran and Qiraat”

The happiest day in the Sheikhah’s life would be the day a khatm of the
Qur'an was made, whether in one narration, one Qiraah, or all 10 Qira’at. It
was a day everyone came together and joined in the meals prepared for this

occasion.

After the demise of her teacher, she received a marriage proposal from one of
the students who had completed the 10 Qiraat by her, Sheikh Muhammad
Farid Nu‘man. He was also blind, like her, and had dedicated his life to
Qur'an. Though they remained married for 40 years, they had no children.

However, between them, they had countless students. When she was asked
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concerning her students, she replied that she could recall every single one of

them, including what they had read to her.

Teacher:

® Nafisah bint Abt al-la — she read the 10 Qira’at via the Durrah to her.

Students:
® Her husband, Muhammad Farid Nu‘man.
® Ahmad Na‘ina‘.
® Abd Allah ibn Salih al “Ubayd.
® ‘Abd al-Hamid Mansar.

® Ahmad Hamid Ali Tu‘aymah.

She died on 17 Ramadan 1427/9 October 2006.
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Links to ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Kuhayl via Nafisah and al-Khaliji;
from Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hamid:
Mauhmmad ‘Abd al-Hamid ‘Abd Allah

He was well known for having one of the highest
sanads in the world. His sanad equaled the sanad of
Sheikh Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Zayyat in that both
had four persons between them and Ibrahim al-

‘Ubaydi.

Sheikh Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hamid ‘Abd Allah hails

from Alexandria. He was born on a 22 Shawwal
1344/5 May 1926 in the village of Niqidi, Egypt. Two years after his birth, his
eye-sight weakened and he became blind. Through the guidance of his father
and uncle, he had completely memorised the Qur'an at the age of 10. In 1947,
he went to Alexandria and embarked on his studies in the field of Qira’at at
the hands of Sheikhah Nafisah, daughter of Aba al-Tla. He read the Qur’an to
her four times in the narration of Hafs. At her hands, he also memorised
many of the texts of 7ajwid and Qiraiat. They include the Tuhfah of Jamzari,
the Mugaddimah of Ibn al-Jazari, the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and the
Tayyibah, amongst others. Thereafter he recited the Seven Qird’at to her, the
first time individually (/fradan), and a second time combining all Seven
(Jaman). She gave him Jzazah on the 19 March 1951. He immediately
embarked on the reciting the 10 Qira’at to her via the Jarig of the Durrah,
which he completed on 10 February 1953. Sheikh Muhammad ‘Abd al-

Rahman al-Khaljji, the Sheikh al-Qurra’ in Alexandria, was witness to the
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licensing (issuing of the zjazah) on both occasions. This was followed by him
reciting the 10 Qiraat via the Tarig of the Tayyibah to her. In 1954, after
rendering the Qiraat of Nafi, Ibn Kathir and Abu ‘Amr al-Basri to her
individually via the 7ayyibah, the Sheikhah passed away. He continued
reciting the 10 Qira’at via the Tayyibah to Sheikh al-Khaliji. On 17 August
1955, he received his zjazah in these Qira‘at via the Jayyibah from Sheikh al-
Khaliji. He also recited to one of Sheikh al-Khaliji's senior students,
Muhammad al-Sayyid ‘Ali who was astounded at the precision and ability of
this reciter. Due to the demise of Sheikh Sayyid in 1974, he was unable to

receive y'a‘za]z from him.

When the institute of Qira4t was initially opened, Sheikh ‘Abd al-Hamid
enrolled. In 1981, and after one year of study in a course which usually takes
two years, he received his jjazah for the narration of Hafs from the institute. In
1984, he also received his higher diploma (Alyah) in Qiraat from the
institute. At that time, no specialisation Faculty dedicated to the study of
Qira’at (Takhassus) existed. Thus, the degree received by the Sheikh from the
institute was the highest degree that could be achieved in the field of Qiraat

during that time. He married in 1955 and had one son and two daughters.

In 1955, 48 reciters were interviewed to screen them for radio broadcasting.
The Sheikh was amongst them. All 48 reciters were tested and only 12 passed.
The remaining 12 were retested until only five remained. Sheikh ‘Abd al-
Hamid attained the top position of these five. In 1962, a competition was held

to select a reciter to record the entire Quran in the narration of Warsh. The
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Sheikh again received first position of the final six reciters. Unfortunately, due

to unforeseen circumstances the recording was never completed.

The Sheikh traveled to Kuwait in 1963. In 1964 and 1966, he also visited
Ghazzah. This was all during Ramadan. In 2000, he was invited to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by Sheikh ‘Abd Allah ibn Salih al-Ubayd. He was
accompanied by Umm al-Sa‘d who studied with him under the tutelage of
Sheikhah Nafisah. He was later requested to take up residence in Riyadh. He
stayed there for four years. Many in Riyadh learnt from him during this

period.

Teachers:

® Sheikhah Nafisah bint Aba al-Tla — he read to her the narration of

Hafs four times. Thereafter, the Seven Qira’t twice, once individually
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and a second time combining all Seven. He followed this by reading the
10 Qiraiat to her via the Jarig of the Durrah. Via the Tayyibah, he read
to her the Qiraat of Nafi, Ibn Kathir and Aba ‘Amr al-Basri. He

received zjazah in all except what he read via the Zayyibah.

® Sheikh Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman al—Khahji — he read the asharah

kubra to him, receiving zjazah and sanad from him.

Students:
Via the 7: a)gfz'bab:

® ‘Abd Allah ibn Salih ibn Muhammad al—‘Ubayd.
® Sa‘d ibn Salih Zu‘aymah.

® Hamid ibn Ahmad ibn Akram al-Bukhari.

The Sheikh passed away in 2013.
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Asanid of the Alexandrians to al-Ubaydi and Nabtiti

Ibrahim al-‘Ubayd1 Salim al-Nabtit1
v v v
‘Ali al-Haddadi Azhari Ahmad Salamanah Mustafa al-Mihi
v v
‘Abd al-‘Athim Dustiqt Sulayman Shahdawi
v v
‘Al al-Huluww Samannadi
v
‘Ali al-Abyari
v v
Khalil ‘Amir al-Mutawbisi
v
M. Sabiq al-Iskandari
v v
‘Abd al-‘Aziz Kuhayl
v v v
Nafisah bint Abt al-Tla M. ‘Abd al-Rahman Khaliji
v v v
Umm al-Sa‘d M. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Iskandari

Note that the asanid of the Alexandrians go via the Desoukt’s (‘Abd al-‘Athim
al-Dusuqi), those from Cairo (Ahmad Salamtnah) and those from Tanta
(Mustafa al-Mihi).

‘Ali al-Huluww al-Samanntdf’s link to Ahmad Salamiinah is only found in the

Jjézzit of those in upper Egypt.56

% Kashkal Ibn Sha‘ban pg. 111.
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Abmad Hulwini al-Kabir”’

He is Ahmad ibn Muhammad ‘Ali ibn Muhammad RifaT Hulwani, better
known as Ahmad Hulwani al-Kabir. He was called Ahmad Hulwani Kabir (the
senior Ahmad Hulwani) to distinguish between him and his grandson who
had the same name. His grandson is referred to as Ahmad Hulwani al-Saghir.
Born in 1228/1813, he was raised and educated by his father. He memorised
the Quran at the hands of Sheikh ‘Ali Radi. He also read the Quran and
studied by ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kuzbari.

In 1837, he travelled to Mecca where he stayed for a few years. During this
time he read to the Sheikh al-Qurra’in Mecca, an Egyptian scholar of Qirait,
Sheikh Abu al-Fawz Ahmad ibn Ramadan al-Marzaqi. Initially he read the
narration of Hafs, then the Seven and the 10 Qirair via the Shatibiyyah, the
Durrah, and the Tayyibah. He also memorised the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah,
the 7ayyibah, and other texts by Sheikh Ahmad al-Marzaqr.

In 1841, he returned to Damascus and only remained for a short while when
he was requested to fill the position of his teacher in Mecca who had just
passed away. He then returned to Mecca where he stayed for approximately 13

years.

Thereafter, he returned to Syria where he started teaching the readings of the
Qur’an according to the Seven and 10 Qira’at. Being the sole teacher of Qiraat

in Damascus during that time, people flocked to learn from him. In this

" Tarikh Ulama’ Dimashg Vol. 1 pg. 78, Al-Qira’at wa Kibar al-Qurra’ fi Dimashq pg
219, Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol.2 pg 226.
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manner, he propagated the science of Qira4t throughout Syria and its
surrounding areas. He is considered a revivalist of the science of QiraZt in

Syria, as most sanads will go through him.

He was a jovial person and easy to talk to. Sheikh Ahmad never worried much
about worldy things and people enjoyed his company. He possessed an aura of

piety. The Sheikh spent most of his spare time in the recitation of the Qur’an.

Teachers:
® Aba al-Fawz Ahmad ibn Ramadan ibn Mansar al—MarzﬁqI.

® ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kuzbari.

Students:
® His son, Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani.
® <Abd Allah al-Munajjid.
® Ahmad Duhman.
® ‘Abd al-Rahim Dibs wa Zayt.

® ‘Abd al-Ghanit al—Baytér.

He died on 26 Jamad al-Thani 1307/16 February 1890.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via Muhammad Salim:
Muhammad Salim al-Hulwéni’ °

Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani was the son of Ahmad
Hulwani al-Kabir. He furthered his father’s legacy by
propagating the science of Qira’t in Damascus after the

demise of his father.

He was born in 1285/1868. He was brought up, reared
and trained by his father. With his father’s skilful

tuition, he memorised the Quran at the age of 10 and completed the 10
Qiraat at the young age of 14. He read countless khatms to his father in
various narrations. At times, he combined multiple readings in one sitting. At

the hands of his father he also memorised the Sbé_tibi)g/a]l and the Durrah.

At the age of 12, he had received permission from his father to teach what he
had learnt of the Quran, thus continuing the 1egacy of his father. At the
demise of his father, it was obvious that his son, Muhammad Salim, would

take his place.

Teachers:

® His father, Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir.

* Tarikh Ulama’ Dimashg Vol. 2 pg. 603, AI-Qira’at wa Kibar al-Qurra’ fi Dimashq pg
227, Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 4 pg 169.
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Students:
® His son, Ahmad al-Hulwani al—Saghir.
® Mahmad F2’iz al-Dayr ‘atani.
® Hasan Hasan Dimashgqiyyah.
® ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Uyin al-Sad.
® Bakri Tarabishi.
® Yisin Juwayjati.

® Muhammad Karayyim Rajih — he memorised the Shatibiyyah by him.

He died in 1363/1944.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via Muhammad Salim;

from Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Saghir:
Ahmad Hulwani al-Saghir”

The son of Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani, Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Saghir,
continued the legacy of his father and grandfather. To distinguish between
him and his grandfather who were both named Ahmad, the one was called al-
Kabir (the senior) and the other al-Saghir (the junior) or Hafid (the
grandson). He was born in Damascus in 1321/1903 and brought up under the
supervision and careful instruction of his father. It was no surprise then that
he memorised the Quran as well as reading all the 10 Qirzat to his father.
After his father’s demise, he continued the great legacy handed to him by his
father. This great legacy was continued by his contemporary, Sheikh Fa’iz al-

Dayr‘atani.

Teachers:

® His father, Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani.

Students:

® Muhammad Karayyim Réjih.

He died in 1384/1963.

* Tarikh Ulama’ Dimashg Vol. 2 pg. 777, Al-Qira’at wa Kibar al-Qurra’ fi Dimashq pg
229, Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 2 pg. 208.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via Muhammad Salim;

from Mahmad F2’iz al-Dayr‘atani:

Mahmid F3’iz al—Dayr‘atﬁnI60

Mahmad F2’iz al-Dayr ‘Atani was born in 1312/1894. At a young age he had
already memorised the Qur'an at the hands of Sheikh Muhammad Qutb, an
outstanding student of Sheikh Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani. He then
embarked on the memorisation of the Shatibiyyah at the hands of this Sheikh,
as well as reading the Seven Qirzat to him. Thereafter, he started reading the

10 Qiraat to him but was unable to complete it due to the demise of the
Sheikh. He then went to Sheikh Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani and rendered

the 10 Qirzat to him via the Durrah. Sheikh Mahmud subsequently
memorised the 7ayyibah and read the 10 Qira’at via this 7arig to Sheikh Yasin

Juwayjati.

He had memorised so many books during his lifetime that he was considered

an ocean of knowledge.

Teachers:
® Muhammad Qutb — he read the Seven Qira’at to him.

® Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani — he read the 10 Qira’at via the Durrah

to him.

® Yasin Juwayjati — he read the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to him.

® Tarikh Ulama® Dimashg Vol. 2 pg. 789, Al-Qira’at wa Kibar al-Qurra’ fi Dimashq pg.
230, /mta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 4 pg- 592.
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Students:

Bakri Tarabishi — he read the 10 Qira’at to him.

Muhammad Taha Sukkar — he read the 10 Qira’at to him.
Abu al-Hasan Muhy al-Din Kurdi.

Muhammad Kurayyim Rajih — he read the 10 Qirzat to him.

‘Abd al—Razzéq al-Halabi — he read the narration of Hafs to him

He died in 1385/1965.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via Muhammad Salim;
from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Uytn al-Sad:
‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Uyiin al-Sad”

His full name is ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Muhammad “Ali
ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani ‘Uyan al-Sad. He was the
Sheikh al-Qurra‘of Hims, born in 1335/1916. At a
young age he memorised the Quran and read the
Seven Qirzat to an Egyptian, Sheikh Sulayman al-

Fariskari. Thereafter, he memorised the Durrah

and the Zayyibah, travelled to Damascus and read
the 10 Qira’at via the Shatibiyyah and Durrah to the Sheikh al-Qurra’ there,
Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani. He also read the 10 Qira’at via the Tayyibah to
Sheikh ‘Abd al-Qadir Quwaydir. After performing hajj, he stayed in Mecca for
a while and read to the Sheikh al-Qurra’ there, Ahmad ibn Hamid al-TiiL
Under the expertise of Sheikh Ahmad al-Tiji, he also studied the 14 Qirzat
and Fawa’id al-Mu tabarah by Sheikh al-Mutawalli. He then travelled to Egypt
to read to the teacher of Sheikh al-Tiji, the illustrious scholar of Qira’t, ‘Ali
ibn Muhammad al-Dabba‘. At his hands he also studied the Jazariyyah, the
Shatibiyyah, the ‘Aqgilah, Nathimat al-Zuhr, and many other works of Qiraat.

Sheikh Muhammad Tamim al-Zu‘bi relates that Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz cared
little about worldy vanities, he possessed knowledge and acted upon it, he

never spoke ill of anyone, and he spent the time between Maghrib and ‘Isha

" Tarikh Ulama’ Dimashg Vol. 2 pg. 942, AI-Qira’at wa Kibar al-Qurra’ fi Dimashq pg
232, Imta“al-Fudala’Vol. 3 pg. 160.
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in prayer and supplication of Allah. After the Fajr Prayer, Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
would teach and thereafter answer various fatawas (legal verdicts) which were
forwarded to him. Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz had an excellent memory. It is said
that he had memorised the six famous Hadith books; Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih
Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, Aba Dawad, Ibn Majah and AI-Nzsa’. In addition to
having memorised scores of other books in different fields, he had also
memorised the Quran in 28 days. Sheikh Ayman Suwayd relates that he
always respected the mushafand would place it above any other book, making

sure that nothing else was placed on top of it.

None could compare with him in terms of his character and knowledge. He
loved guests and would honour them in every way when they visited. The
Sheikh specially built a guestroom next to his house to accommodate them.
The Sheikh was not wealthy, and many a time was forced to sell some of his

goods to maintain his guests.

The Sheikh held a special place in his heart for students, held them in high
esteem, and gave much of his time for them. He was a personality loved by all
people. Many vied to constantly remain in his company. Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
did not laugh much, and was always busy with various litanies, recitation of
the Quran and prayer. It is related that he never performed prayer except in

congregation, whether at home or on travel. The Sheikh upheld the night

prayer (talzujjud) and possessed an immense love for the Prophet éﬁfﬁe, exerting

every effort to act upon his Sunnah. He reported seeing the Prophet 9;

many times in his dreams.
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He never partook in meals alone. If there was none to eat with him, he would
instruct his son to stand at the door and call someone to eat with him. After
arriving in Egypt, he knocked on Sheikh ‘Ali al-Dabba‘s door and told him
that he wanted to study Qirzat by him. Sheikh al-Dabba‘ immediately agreed
and told him that he saw the Prophet 4§ in a dream, who told him that his

. . 62
son would be coming to him.

Sheikh ‘Abd al-“‘Aziz, though being an expert and scholar in many fields, had
the utmost humility towards all; scholars, as well as students. He spoke only
good of other scholars. When in their company, it was clear that the Sheikh’s
knowledge transcended that of his contemporaries. On one occasion, he met
the Sheikh al-Azhar, Dr ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmad, and the Deputy Prime
Minister of the Republic. During their meeting, the discussion centered on the
Day of Resurrection. Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz presented a detailed description on
the topic with proofs, as well as scholarly citations. All present were amazed
and stunned by the Sheikh’s knowledge. The Deputy Prime Minister stated

afterwards: “He has overwhelmed me!”

Teachers:
® Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani.
® ‘Abd al-Qadir Quwaydir.
® Ahmad ibn Hamid al-Tiji.

® ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Dabba".

& Muslim Scholars of the ZOM Century pg. 320.
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Students:

® ‘Abd al-Ghaffar al-Durtibi — he read the 10 Qira’t via the Durrah to

him.
® Sad al-‘Abd Allah, the Sheikh al-Qurra’ of Himah.

® Mubhy al-Din Kurdi — he read the narration of Warsh via Asbahani to

him.
® Muhammad Tamim al-Zu‘bi.

® Ayman Rushdi Suwayd.

On 13 Safar 1399/12 January 1979, he stood up for taba/jud as normal, and

passed away in prostration.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via Muhammad Salim;

from al-Dayr‘atani:

Muhammad Taha Sukkar”

He is Muhammad ibn Taha ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir ibn
Mustafa ibn Miasa Sukkar. Lineage links this
illustrious Sheikh to the grandson of the Prophet

éﬁ?g, Husayn &% He was born in 1341/1922.

His father died when he was five years old. While

still a young boy, he was present in a lesson being

taught from Mishkat al-Masabih, and they were discussing the virtues of one
who reads and memorises the Qur’an. Being deepiy affected by what he heard,

he embarked on the memorisation of the Qur’an.

During the month of Ramadan, he would never miss the Tarawih Prayers. The
imam at that time was Sheikh Yasin Juwayjati. Sheikh Yasin noticed this
youngster that was always present for 7arawih and one night asked him:
“Why do you always remain for the entire Salzh of Tarawih?” Sheikh Taha
replied that he was revising the Quran. Sheikh Yasin: “How much of the
Quran have you memorised?” Sheikh Taha replied: “The entire Qur’an.”
Sheikh Yasin was amazed by this and further enquired: “By who did you
memorise the Quran?” Sheikh Taha answered: “By my mother.” Sheikh Yasin:
“Who did your mother recite to?” Sheikh Taha said: “To noboby, but she is

able to recite fluently.” Sheikh Yasin: “That is not sufficient for one like

s Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 4 pg- 211.
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yourself. You need to find an expert teacher of the Quran to recite to.”
Thereafter, Sheikh Taha enrolled at one of the madrasahs of Sheikh Yasin and

memorised many books of 7ajwid and Qira’at, as well as read the 10 Qiraat.

Teachers:

® T2iz al-Dayr‘atani — he read the 10 Qira’t to him.

Students:
® Samir Mamdih al-Nass.
® Safwan Dawadi.

® Ayman Rushdi Suwayd.

Ayman Suwayd with Taha Sukkar

The Sheikh died on 11 Shaban 1429/13 August 2008.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via Muhammad Salim;

from al-Dayr‘atant:

Abi al-Hasan Muhy al-Din al-Kurdi™'

His full name is Muhy al-Din ibn Hasan ibn Mard ibn
Hasan Aghﬁ ibn ‘Ali al-Kurdi al-Dari. Al-Dari links the
Sheikh to Darah, a place in Turkey. The Sheikh was born on

1331/1912 in Damascus, and brought up under the care and

supervision of his parents; specificaﬂy his mother, a woman

known for her piety. She would spend her days fasting, and the hours of her
night standing in prayer to her Lord. At the early age of six he had completed

his first rendition of the entire Qur’an.

Due to circumstances, he was forced to work with his father. However, this
did not hinder the enthusiasm of the Sheikh to memorise the Quran. At the
age of 12 he enrolled at the madrasah of Sheikh ‘Izz al-Din ‘Irgstsi, a student
of Sheikh Ahmad Duhmn, who read to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir,” who in
turn read to Ibrahim al-Ubaydi. He would go with his father to work and,
during the day, he would squeeze in time to memorise whatever he could of
the Quran. After work he would go to Sheikh Izz al-Din and present

whatever he had memorised. When he reached Siirah T#ha, he traveled with

“ Imta “al-Fudala’Vol. 4 pg. 608.

* Ahmad Duhman read to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir. See 7arikh Ulama® Dimashg
Vol. 1 pg. 406 and zjazah of Muhammad Tawfiq Muhammad Raghib al-Baba to Husayn
Ahmad ‘Asiran. Sheikh ‘Abd Allah ibn Salih al-Ubayd mentions that he read to Ahmad
al-Marzuqi. See al-Imta bi Dhikri Ba‘dKutub al-Sama‘pg. 41. The former seems to be

more correct. Allah knows best.
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his father to Aman on business for a period of time. Upon his return to
Damascus, he again presented himself before Sheikh ‘Izz al-Din and completed

his memorisation of the Qur’an at the age of 17.

Due to the Sheikh’s exceptional recitation of the Qur’an, Sheikh Izz al-Din
had a special fondness for Sheikh Abu al-Hasan allowing him to read a khatm
in the narration of Hafs. After receiving 1]523/2 from Sheikh Izz al-Din, he
continued his studies of Quran with him. He recalls that there were days

when he recited 10 Juzto Sheikh Izz al-Din in one sitting.

When Sheikh Fz’iz al-Dayr‘atani heard the Sheikh’s recitation, he allowed him
to combine all 10 readings to him. Together with his contemporary, Sheikh
Muhammad Taha Sukkar, they rendered the entire Quran in all 10 readings

to Sheikh al—Dayr‘aténi. He completed this when he was 30 years of age.

Teachers:

® Izz al-Din ‘Irgsasi — Sheikh Aba al-Hasan memorised the Quran by

him and received zjazah for the narration of Hafs.

® Mahmad F2'iz al—Dayr‘aténi — he memorised the ]azari)g/a]l, the
Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and other books of Qiraat by him. He also

read the entire Qur’an in all 10 Qira’at to him.

® Abd al-“Aziz ‘Uyun al-Stid — he read the narration of Warsh via the
Tarig of Asbahani to him.

Students:

® Dr Ayman Rushdi Suwayd.
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® Muhammad Tamim al-Zu®bi.

® ‘Abd Allah Salih ‘Ubayd.

Sheikh Aba al-Hasan Muhy al-Din al-Kurdi passed away on Friday night 13

Shahan 1430/7 August 20009.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via

Muhammad Salim/al-Dayr‘atani;

from Bakri al-Tarabishi:
Bakri Taribishi66

Bakri ibn ‘Abd al-Majid ibn Bakri al-Tarabishi was born
on 18 Rabi‘al-Awwal 1338/11 December 1919. The Sheikh
was born into an environment of knowledge as his father
was a well known scholar of his time. It was under the

supervision of his father that he gained his initial studies

of din.

Sheikh Bakri Tarabishi was the last living student of Sheikh Muhammad Salim
al-Hulwani, and was considered as holding one of the highest sanads in the

world during his time.

Teachers:
® Izz al-Din ‘Irqstsi — he memorised the Quran by him.
® Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani — he read the Seven Qira’at to him. He

also received zjazah from him in the 10 Qiraat via the Durrah.

® Mahmud Fa’iz al-Dayr‘atani — he read the 10 Qiraat via the Durrah to

him.

6 Imta‘ al-Fudala’Vol. 2 pg- 393.
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Students:
® THasan Mustafa al—Warrﬁqi — he read the Qiraah of ‘Asim to him.

® ‘Abd Allah ibn Salih ibn Muhammad al-Ubayd — he received jazah

from him in the 10 Qira’at via the Durrah.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via Muhammad Salim;

from al-Dayr‘atani and Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Saghir:
Muhammad Kurayyim Rf?lji.h67

Muhammad Kurayyim Réjih ibn Sa‘d, the Sheikh al-

Qurra’ of Damascus was born on 1344/1926.

From a very tender age he had already started his

Islamic studies at the madrasahs, including the

recitation of the Quran. With the advice of his mother

he went to a mosque in Maydan to study under its imam, Sheikh Husayn
Khattab. At his hands he memorised the Qur’an, as well as certain books in
Figh and Arabic grammar. Noticing the brilliance of Sheikh Kurayyim, Sheikh
Husayn took him to his teacher, Sheikh Hasan Habannakah. Here he stayed
in a room of the mosque and studied many sciences with Sheikh Habannakah
until his teacher became old and feeble. Thereafter, he enrolled at the
University of Damascus and received his degree. He subsequently furthered his

studies at the University and later graduated.

He was then appointed as a teacher at madrasalis, as a lecturer at the
universities, an imam of a number of mosques, as well as a mufti. After the
demise of his teacher, Sheikh Husayn Khattab, he was chosen as the Sheikh al-

Qurra’ of Damascus.

He has a few written works attributed to him in various fields, including Figh

and Hadith.

o Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 4 pg- 395.
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Teachers:

® Husayn Khattab — he memorised the Qur’an by him, as well as other

Islamic sciences.

® Muhammad Salim al-Hulwani — he memorised the Shatibiyyah with

him, and read a portion of its commentary by Ibn al-Qasih.

® Ahmad Salim al-Hulwani al-Saghir — he read the 10 Qiraat via the

Sbé,tibi)/yab and the Durrah to him.

® Mahmad F2’iz al—Dayr‘atﬁni — he read the 10 Qiraat via the

Shatibiyyah and the Durrah to him.

® ‘Abd al-Qadir Quwaydir al-‘Arbini — he read the 10 Qirzat via the

Tayyibah to him.

Students:

® Muhammad Fahd Kharaf — he was one of the first to print the Quran

with all 14 Qira’at in the margin.

The Sheikh is still alive and continues teaching as the Sheikh al-Qurra’ of

Damascus.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via Muhammad Salim;
from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Sad:
Ayman Rushdi Suw:a.ycl68

He is Ayman ibn Rushdi ibn Muhammad
Amin Suwayd. He was born in Damascus,
Syria, on 10 Dha al-Qa‘dah 1374/29 June
1955.

He left his engineering studies at the

University of Damascas and dedicated his life
to the study of the Quran. After completing its memorisation, he continued to
study the Seven and the 10 Qirzat. He later continued his studies at the Azhar

University in Egypt.

Towards the end of 1980, he settled in Jeddah where he taught the Quran. He
enrolled at Umm al-Qura University in Mecca where he later received his

doctorate. He also received his doctorate from the Azhar University in Egypt.

His positions included being a presenter on the Iqra’ television channel,
presenting the weekly programs, “How should we recite the Quran” and
“Correct and sound Qur’anic recitation”. Many people across the world benefit
from the knowledge and expertise of this skilled scholar as host of these
programs, which deal with correcting one’s recitation of the Quran as well as
the reciting the Quran in the narration of Warsh. He has also overseen

successful academic projects regarding the Qur'an in France, America and

8 Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 1 pg- 513.
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other parts of the world. He serves as aid and head of the Academic

Department of the International Organization for the Memorisation of the

Quran, in Jeddah. He has also served on the panel of judges in various

International competions in Jeddah, Bahrain, and Dubai, amongst others.

He has many written works and has edited many books which include:

Al-Bayan fi Hukm Qira’ah al-Quran bi al-Alhan.

A study on Nabr.

Commentary on Talkhis Sarih al-Nass, originally written by ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz ‘Uytn al-Std.

Editing of the 7adhkirah by Tahir ibn Ghalban.

Editing of the Jazariyyah.

Al-Salasil al-Dhahabiyyah.

Editing of the Nashr.

The Sheikh has many of his lessons in both audio and visual formats, from

which many people benefit. He has edited many of the books upon which the
Nashr of Ibn al-Jazari is based, such as the 7adhkirah of Tahir Ibn Ghalbin.

Teachers:

® Aba al-Hasan Muhy al-Din al-Kurdi al-Dimashqi — he read the

narration of Hafs via the Shatbiyyah and the 10 Qirair via the
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Shatibiyyah and the Durrah to him. He also studied the Shatibiyyah

and the Durrah by this exceptional teacher of the Qur’an.

Muhammad Taha Sukkar — he read the narration of Hafs to him via

the Sha; tl'bz')g/a/z.

‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Uyun al-Std, the Sheikh al-Qurra’ of Hims — he read the
narration of Hafs via the 7ayyibah and the 10 Qira‘at via the Tayyibah
to him. He also studied many other books with him including the
Jazariyyah, the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah, the Tayyibah, Al-Fawa’id al-
Mutabarah on the Shadhdh Qira’at, amongst others.

Ahmad ‘Abd al-“Aziz al-Zayyat — he read the 10 Qirzat via the
Tayyibah to him. This he did in the very house of Sheikh al-Zayyat.
His completion was witnessed by Sheikh Ahmad Ahmad Mustafa Aba
Hasan and Sheikh ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Marsafi.

Ibrahim ‘Ali al-Samannidi — he read the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to
him. He also studied the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah, the Tayyibah, as
well as the Shadhdh Qiraat according to Fawa’id al-Mu‘tabarah by
him.

Sheikh ‘Amir al-Sayyid ‘Uthman — he read Suarat al-Fatihah and Sirat
al-Bagarah incorporating the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to him,
receiving sanad and ijazah from the Sheikh. He also studied the

Shatibiyyah, the Durrah, and the Tayyibah with him.

Fatah Muhammad al-Panipati — he read the first half of the 7ayyibah

to him from memory.
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® Habib al-Rahman al-A‘thami — he read the entire Sahih al-Bukhari to

him.

® Rashid Ahmad ibn Habib al-Rahman al-A‘thami — he read the Sahih
Muslim, the Sunan of Tirmidhi, and Mishkat al-Masabih to him.

® Muhammad Yasin al-Fadani — he read the entire Sahih al-Bukhari and
the Sunan of Abu Dawad to him. He also read most of Sunan al-Nasa’i

to him. He received g'a‘zab ammah from Sheikh Fadani.

Students:
® Ashraf Fu’ad Tal‘at — he read the narration of Hafs to him.

® His wife, Sheikhah Rihab bint Muhammad Mufid Shaqagq.
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Links to Ahmad al-Hulwani al-Kabir via Muhammad Salim;
from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Sad:
Muhammad Tamim al-Zubi

He is Muhammad Tamim ibn Mustafa
‘Asim al-Zubi al-Hasani al-Himsi. Sheikh
Muhammad Tamim was born in Hims,

Syria.

At a young and tender age, his father

enrolled him at the madrasahs and schools
in Hims where he started his early studies of din. The Sheikh recalls that when
Egypt established their radio station, many of their recitals were broadcast and
heard in Syria. These melodious recitals encouraged the young Sheikh to
enthusiastically memorise the required verses for his classes. On his own he
memorised the Quran, not revealing it to anyone, including his father. By the
age of 13, he had memorised the Qur'an, the Mugaddimat al-Jazariyyah, the
Tayyibah, and many other texts of 7ajwid and Qira’at. He continued studying
various fields of the Quran like Rasm, the Verse-counts, and so forth, under
the experts of his time, including Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Uyun al-Sad. It was
this teacher who impacted most in the life and studies of Sheikh Muhammad
Tamim. He relates that Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz cared little about worldy vanities,
he possessed knowledge and acted upon it, he never spoke ill of anyone, and
he spent the time between Maghrib and 7sha’ in prayer and supplication of
Allah. After Fajr, Sheikh ‘Abd al-“Aziz would teach and thereafter answer

® Imta‘al-Fudala’Vol. 1 pg. 367.
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various fatwas which were forwarded to him. Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz had an
excellent memory. He had memorised countless books in different fields. More

significantly, he had memorised the Qur’an in 28 days.

This exemplary teacher of the Qur'an travelled, read and studied with the
choicest teachers of his time. His duties include the revising and verification of
the masaiffor printing (in Medina), a teacher in the Haram of Medina, as well
as a lecturer in various institutes in Saudi Arabia. He also served as a judge in
many international competitions including Dubai, Sudan, and Saudi Arabia

itself.

His written works include:
® The editing of the Shatibiyyah.
® The editing of the Durrah.
® The editing of the 7ayyibah.
® [Fath al-Mutaali on the 10 Qiraat.

® The editing of T: anqz'[) Fath al-Karim.

Teachers:

® ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Uytn al-Sid — he read the narration of Hafs, the
Mugaddimat al-Jazariyyah, and many other texts of Qirzat to the
Sheikh. He also read the 10 Qira’at via the Tayyibah to him.

® Abu al-Hasan Muhy al-Din al-Kurdi — he read the narration of Hafs
and the 10 Qira’at via the Shatibiyyah and the Durrah to him.
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® ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Marsafi — he read the 10 Qira’at via the 7- a)gfiba]) and

many other books in the field of Qira’a¢ to him.

® Ahmad ‘Abd al-Aziz Zayyat — he read the Seven Qirz4t via the
Shatibiyyah and the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to him. This khatm he
completed to the Sheikh in 25 days in 1981. In the following year he
read the Four Shadhdh Qira’at to him.

® ‘Amir al-Sayyid ‘Uthman — he read Surat al-Fatihah and Sarat al-
Bagarah to him in all 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah. He also received

z'jézab from the Sheikh for all his written works.

® Jbrahim al-Samannadi — he read a portion of the Qur'an to him in the
14 Qiraat. He also received jjazah from the Sheikh for all his written

woO I'kS .

® Fatah Muhammad al—Pénipati — he read the S/)éﬁbi)gfa[z, the Durrah,
the 7: a}gfiba/z, Fawa’id al-Mu tabarah, and other texts to him.

Students:

® ‘Abd Allah al-Jar Allah.
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‘Abd Allah al-Makki

Due to the oppression of the people in India by the English occupation, Qari
‘Abd Allah moved to Mecca with his father Muhammad Bashir Khan in
1284/1867. Bashir Khan had three sons: Muhammad ‘Abd Allah, Muhammad
‘Abd al-Rahman and Muhammad Habib al-Rahman. In Mecca he ensured that

they all received a good education.

He studied various sciences under Moulana Rahmat Allah al-Kayranway in the
Haram of Mecca and in Madrasat al-Sawlatiyyah. It was his fervent efforts in
the field of Qiraat that resulted in him rendering the Qur'an according to the
Seven and 10 Qirzat via the Jarig of the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and the
Tayyibah to the Egyptian expert, Sheikh Ibrahim Sa‘d. After mastering these
sciences he was appointed as teacher of 7ajwid and Qira’t in Madrasat al-

Sawlatiyyah.

He would practice Qirait (mashq) for one hour as his daily routine. He would
tell his students: “If this (practice) does not become a regular habit (for a
reciter) then he will never control his abﬂity in recitation and pronunciation.

Therefore, every reciter should not neglect his daily practice (mas]]g).”

He got married in Mecca and stayed there till the end of his days. He taught
and served the Quran until his last breath. He died in 1337/1919.

i A%am a]»Ma](](Win Vol.2 Pg 748. Tadhkiratu Qa‘z'gféne Hind Vol.1 pg- 233.
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Teachers:

® Moulana Rahmat Allah al—Kayrﬁnway — he was an ardent student of

Moulana Kayrénway under whom he studied various sciences of Islam.

® Sheikh Ebrahim Sa‘d — he read the Seven and 10 Qira%4t to him.

Students:

® Moulana Ashraf ‘Ali al-Thanawi — he received 7jzzah from Qari ‘Abd
Allah in Qira’at and for Qur’a‘m.7

1

® (Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki, brother of Qari ‘Abd Allah — he read

the Seven and 10 Qira’at to him.

® ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Sheikh Jiwan — he read the narration of Hafs to him.

™ See jjazah of Moulana Muhammad ‘Ubayd Allah, rector of the University of Lahore
from Moulana Ashraf to Moulana ‘Ala’ al-Din al»Afghéni.
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‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki

He is known as the teacher of all teachers in India (il 33l Jes). It is upon
him that most sanads of Qira’at in India revolve. Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman, the
son of Muhammad Bashir Khan, was born in India. Due to the English
colonisation of India and their oppression of the indigenous peoples,
Muhammad Bashir Khan felt it best if they settled elsewhere. Through Allah’s
guidance, Bashir Khan and the remainder of his family settled in the holy land

of Mecca in 1867.

Here he studied under the auspices of many experts. It was in this sacred place
that Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman memorised the Quran with various other texts in
the field of 7ajwid. He embarked on the study of Qirzat after he had
successfully memorised the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and the Tayyibah. This he
accomplished under the tutelage of his brother and teacher, Qari ‘Abd Allah
al-Makki, to whom he read the Seven and 10 Qirzat via the Jarig of the
Durrah and the Tayyibah. With the council of his seniors, he returned to India

to impart the knowledge he had gained in Mecca.

In 1883, he returned to Kampur, India, where he taught in the madrasah of
Moulana Ahmad Hasan. He later settled in Ilaha-abad and taught in Madrasah
Ihya’ al-Ulam. Even though he had a fervent aspiration to pass on his
knowledge, the students were lazy and had little desire to learn. Qari ‘Abd al-
Rahman therefore contemplated his return to Mecca and preparations for the

journey were made. The bags were packed and transport arranged; all that

" Aam al-Makkiyyin Vol.2 pg. 748. Tadhkiratu Qariyane Hind Vol.1 pg. 233. Imta“ al-

Fudalz’Vol. 2 pg. 312. Husn al-Muhadarat Vol. 2 pg. 217.
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remained was one more night that he would spend in India. That very night

he saw the Messenger of Allah 28 in his dream who said to him: “Abd al-
Rahman! Remain in India. We intend to take lots of work from you.” Upon
awakening the next morning, bags were unpacked and all preparations for the

journey were cancelled.

With lots of effort by Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman, people slowly became aware of his
expertise and his knowledge, and sent their children to learn from him. Many
scholars also presented themselves as students at the hands of Qari ‘Abd al-
Rahman. People from all over India flocked to study by him, and any effort to
put an exact number to his students would be an impossible task. It was
through his efforts, sincerity and expertise in these fields that the science of

Qiraat spread throughout India.

He had an excellent memory and memorised many texts in the field of 7ajwid
and Qirzat. Details regarding any Qiraah, Riwdyah or Tarig were easily
recalled by him when asked. His recitation was simple, abiding by the rules of
Tajwid. There was no exertion and difficulty by him in any of his

pronunciations, reciting with total ease.

During the month of Ramadin, he performed the Tarawih Prayers himself.
Notwithstanding that he read at a fast pace, every letter and vowel sign was
clearly heard. It is mentioned on one occasion, as he reached the completion of
the entire rendition of the Qur’an, he had forgotten to read Sarat al-Humazah.
After salah he was reminded that a siarah had been left out. To this he replied:
“It is true that the Qur'an conquers (all). Man has no ability in overpowering

it.” He repeated the sa/zh and added the sirah he had missed.
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He was punctual with many of his supererogatory (nafl) prayers such as
Ishrag, Duha and Tahajjud. It is said that in each of these prayers he would

complete various renditions of the Qur’an.

After returning to India, through Allah’s grace, he performed ha]] twice. In his

latter days he yearned to return to Medina, the city of his beloved Prophet

§, Towards the end of his life he went to Madrasah ‘Aliyah Furqéniyah in

Lucknow, where he died on the 6 Jamad al-Awwal 1341/25 December 1922.

Written Works:

® [awa’id-e Ma]dg’ggfa]] — this is included as part of the curriculam in

most Dar al-“Ulams across the globe.

® Afdal al-Durar — a commentary on the Ra’yyah of Imam al-Shatibi.

Teachers:

® Qari ‘Abd Allah al-Makki to whom he rendered the Seven and the 10
Qira’at.

® Muhammad Ghazi (1274-1359/1857-1939) — what is certain due to
many zjazat from Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki, is that he did receive
ijazah in the 10 Qirz’at from Sheikh Ghazi. However, whether he read
the entire Qur'an or just a portion of it is unclear. Most argue the latter
since it is more probable and if he did read an entire khatm, it would

have been explicitly mentioned. Allah knows best.
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Students:
® Diya’ al-Din.
® ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Sheikh Jiwan.
® Hifth al-Rahman Deobandi.

® Muhibb al-Din.

Discussion

Some argue that Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki read the 10 Qirzat via the
Durrah to his brother while he read the 10 Qirair via the Tayyibah to
Muhammad Ghazi. This is similar to the argument made concerning ‘Abd al-
Rahman Yamant’s recitation to Ibn Ghanim al—Maqdisi. For those who hold
this view, evidence needs to be produced to support it. In fact, biographical
works suggest the contrary — that ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki read both the
Sughra and Kubra to his brother. The reasons are as follows:

1) In most biographical works only his brother is mentioned as his
teacher, not Muhammad Ghazi. If he learnt the Tayyibah from
Muhammad Ghazi, surely his name would have been mentioned.

2) These works mention that he memorised the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah
and the 7ayyibah while in Mecca. Why would he memorise the
Tayyibah if he only studied it by Muhammad Ghazi, who is not
mentioned as his teacher in these biographical works?

3) It explicitly states that he studied the 10 Qirzat by his brother, without
any restriction. As long as no evidence exists to indicate otherwise,

there is no reason to restrict it to the ._S'ugllré alone.
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4) Furthermore, the sanad given in Tadhkirate Qariyane Hind mentions
Qari ‘Abd Allah’s reading to Ibrahim Sa‘d al-Misri, to Hasan al-Juraysi
al-Kabir, to al-Mutawalli, to Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami. As mentioned
previously Hasan al-Juraysi read the Kubri to al-Mutawalli and the
Sughra to Ahmad al-Durri al-Tihami. If he only did the Sughrs, it
would have mentioned al-Juraysi’s reading direct to Ahmad al-Durri al-
Tihami.

5) These and similar findings were concluded by Sheikh Ith-har Ahmad
al-Thanawi and Sheikh Idris al-‘Asim, indicating that Qari ‘Abd al-
Rahman Makki took sjazah from Sheikh Muhammad Ghazi in the 10
Qira’at via the Durrah and the Tayyibah after he had completed its
study and recitation to his brother, ‘Abd Allah Makki. His zjazah from
Muhammad Ghazi was to attain blessing (tabarrukan) and to attain
multiple links in his sanad, which is not an uncommon practice
amongst qurra’ -

6) Ibrahim al-Dawsari concludes that after perusing many Jjazat from
India and Pakistan, the 10 Qira4t via the Tayyibah is transmitted by
them via Ibrahim Sa‘d al-Misri from Hasan al-Juraysi al-Kabir from

Sheikh al-Mutawallz.”"

Based on the above, and considering that Abd al-Rahman Makki spent

approximately 15 years in Mecca, it may be concluded that the 10 Qira%t via
the Durrah and the Tayyibah were passed on to ‘Abd Allah Makki by Ibrahim

” Shajarah al-Asatidhah fi al-Qira‘at al-Ashr al-Mutawatirah.
74 Imam Mutawalli wa Juhiduhi fi Tlm a]»erzi’a’t pg- 359.
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Sa‘d al-MisrT who in turn taught it to his brother, ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki. No
reason remains to restrict his reading of the 10 Qiraat to his brother to the

Tariq of the Durrah alone. And Allah knows best.
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Links to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki via ‘Abd al-Malik:
‘Abd al-Malik ibn Sheikh Jiwan "

He was born in 1303/1886 in Alighar, India. His father, Sheikh Jiwan ‘Alj,
died before he was born. He was raised by his paternal uncle and his older
brother, Qari ‘Abd al—Khéliq. At the age of four, he started learning how to

recite the Qur’an.

In 1896, he performed hajj with his mother. He enrolled at Madrasat al-
Sawlatiyyah in Mecca to further his studies. In Mecca, he had the good fortune
of memorising the Quran and reading the narration of Hafs by Qari ‘Abd
Allah al-Makki, the brother of Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki. He also had a

very close relationship with Moulana Ashraf ‘Ali al-Thanawi.

In 1920, he returned to India. A huge Quran program was held in which
Sheikh ‘Abd al-Malik also read. Immediately people took to him, and he was
recognised for his exceptional skill in chanting the Qur'an. Sheikh ‘Abd al-
Malik was known for his beautiful manner of recitation and his ability to
easily swap between different chants. The people and students never tired of
listenening to his remarkable recitation. He was later approached to teach at
Madrasah Tajwid al-Qur'an in Saharanfur. The subsequent years also saw him
teaching Quran in Thanah Bhawan, Agra, Bereli, Tonk, Madrasah ‘Aliyah,
and Madrasah Furganiyyah in Lucknow. He completed the Seven and the 10
Qira’at by Sheikh ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki.

» Husn al-Muhadarat Vol. 2 pg- 249, 1: adhkirah Qariyane Hind Vol. 3 pg- 2-3.
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In approximately 1951, he settled in Pakistan and taught there for a period of
almost 10 years. Because of his exceptionally beautiful recitation, students
flocked to study by him in Pakistan, more specifically Lahore. He is therefore
recognised for playing an important role in passing the knowledge of Qirzat

to the people of Lahore.

He also travelled to Saudi Arabia and Malaysia for the purpose of reciting
Quran. Sheikh ‘Abd al-Malik wrote brief commentaries on Fawa’ide

Ma/(]{i)/ya]) of ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki and on the Sbé_ﬁbl)g/ab.

Teachers:
® ‘Abd Allah al-Makki — he read the narration of Hafs to him.

® ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki — he completed the 10 Qirz4¢ by him.

Students:
® Muhammad Sabiq Lucknawi.
® [th-har Ahmad Thanawi.

® Hifth al-Rahman Deobandi.

Discussion
It is a common misconception that Sheikh ‘Abd al-Malik Jiwan was a student

of Qari Diya’ al-Din.76

7 Shajarah al-Asatidhah fi Asanid al-Qira’at al-Ashr al-Mutawatirah.
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Links to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki via Diya’ al-Din:
Diya’ al-Din’’

He was one of the most outstanding students of Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki,
a master in the field of Qiraat. Despite the brilliance of his personality and his
vast knowledge, he was extremely humble and a man whose very nature
displayed piety and love for his Creator. He had a particular aversion towards

backbiting.

He was born on 29 Jamad al-Awwal 1290/24 July 1873, in Ilaha-abad, India.
His father’s name was Munshi Sheikh ‘Abd al-Razzaq. He started his basic
teachings of Islam by his uncle, Munir al-Din Ahmad. He later read the Seven
and 10 Qiraat via the Tarig of the Durrah and the Tayyibah to Qari ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Makki.

Initially, he became a teacher at Madrasah Islamiyyah ‘Arabiyyah in Amruh.
Here he also benefited from the traditionist, Moulana Ahmad Hasan, and from
the mufassir, Moulana ‘Abd al-Rahman. Because of the outstanding teachers
hosted at this madrasah, students travelled from far and wide to learn at their
feet. This was one of the reasons which made Qari Diya’ al-Din well-known all
over India. Another reason which made him a prominent figure in Qirzat
throughout India and Pakistan was that he did not restrict himself to one
particular place, but taught in many institutes. They include: Madrasah Tajwid
al-Qur'an in Saharanfur, ‘Aliyah Furganiyah in Lucknow, Madrasah Qira’at al-
Quran in Kampur, Madrasah Faraqiyyah in Jompur and Madrasah

" Tudbkiratu Qariyane Hind Vol.3 pg. 355. Imta‘ al-Fudald Vol.2 pg. 145. Husn al-
Muhadarat Vol. 2 pg. 236.
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Subhaniyah in Ilaha-abad. Due to him teaching in so many places, his students

extend across the vast expanse of India and Pakistan.

Written Works:
® Diya’ al-Qira’at — it is in the Urdu 1anguage, completed in 1907.

® Khulasat a]—Bayén — it is written in Arabic about the essentials of

T: ajwia’. Completed in 1902, it has been reprinted numerous times.

® Diya’ al-Quran — an Urdu explanation of Khulasat al-Bayan. The book

remains incomplete.

® An explanation on the Ra’iyyah of Imam al-Shatibi — this book also

remains incomplete.

Teachers:

® Munir Ahmad (the Sheikh’s uncle) — he started some of his initial

studies under his supervision.

® Moulana Ahmad Hasan — he studied Hadith and other sciences by
him.

® Moulana ‘Abd al-Rahman — he studied 7afsir and other teachings of

din under him.

® Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki — he read the Seven, and 10 Qira’at to

him, receiving g'éza]i in them all.
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Students:
® Muhammad ‘Abd Allah al-Thanawi.
® Muhibb al-Din (his son).
® Muhammad Sulayman al-Deobandi.

® Muhammad Kamil.

He died on 7 Rabi‘al-Awwal 1371/6 December 1951 in Ilaha-abad.
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Links to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki via Muhibb al-Din:
Muhibb al-Din"

Originally from Narah, Ilaha-abad, he was born on 5 Ramadin 1322/13
November 1904, the son of Qari Diya’ al-Din. He memorised the Quran
under the close supervision and watch of his father. Thereafter, he travelled to
Amruh to learn Hadith, Figh and other sciences incumbent upon any scholar.
On his return from Amruh, he read the Seven and 10 Qirat via the Durrah
and the Tayyibah to Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki. On completion, Qari
‘Abd al-Rahman advised him that out of respect to his father, he should read it
again to his father and request jjazah from his father. Thus, Qari Muhibb al-

Din repeated these renditions a second time to his father.

After completing his studies, he occupied the position of teacher at Madrasah
Subhaniyah in Ilaha-abad. The brilliance of his father could certainly be noted
in his son, as during the lifetime of his father, Muhibb al-Din had become an
authority on Qiraat and recognised for it. Students from far and wide travelled
to study under him. In this manner, father and son are recorded as

contemporaries of the same teacher.

Teachers:

® Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki — he read the Seven and 10 Qira’at to
him via the 7arig of the Tayyibah and the Durrah.

78 Tadhkirahtu Qariyane HindVol. 3 pg. 5, 61. Husn al-Muhadarat Vol. 2 pg- 290.
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® His father, Qari Diya’ al-Din — he repeated whatever he read to Qari
‘Abd al-Rahman to his father.

Students:

® (Qari Anis Ahmad Khan.
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Links to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki via ‘Abd Allah al-Thanawr:
‘Abd Allah al-Thanawi ~

His father’s name was Jiwan ‘Ali. He was a very intelligent individual who
received his initial teachings in din at Madrasah Mathahir al-Ulam in

Saharanfur.

He studied the Seven and 10 Qirz4t under the auspices of Qari Diya’ al-Din.
Thereafter, he became a teacher at Madrasah Rahmaniyah in Murada-abad. He
later taught at Madrasah Irndadiyyah and Madrasah Shahi, both in Murada-

abad, as well as being the official Imam at the mosque there.

Due to his strong memory, any matter concerning a particular narration was
easily recalled. He read to Qari Diya al-Din but also requested zjazah from
Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki.

He died in 1368/1949, and was buried in Murada-abad. In 1953, due to heavy
rainfalls in Murada-abad, many of the graves opened up. One of the graves
was that of Qari ‘Abd Allah, whose face was attractive and bright, as if buried

yesterday.

Written Works:
® Urdu commentary on Tuhfat al-Atfal.
® Urdu commentary on the Jazariyyah.

®  Sirgj al-Qiraat.

79 Tadhkirahtu Qariyane Hind Vol. 3 pg- 344, Husn al-Muhadarat Vol. 2 pg- 229
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® AlMaalr al-Jalilah sharh ‘Aqgilah — a commentary on the RaZyyah of

Imam al-Shatibi.

® Commentary on Jayyibat al-Nashr.

Teachers:
® Qari Diya" al-Din — he read the 10 Qira’a¢ to him.

® Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki — he received jjzzah from him.

Students:

® (Qari Muhammad Kamil.
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Links to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki via Muhammad Kamil:
Muhammad Kamil "

He was born in 1326/1908. Qari Muhammad Kamil gained his Islamic studies
in Murada-abad, achieving the best results in all his subjects. After completing

the Seven and the 10 Qira’at by Sheikh ‘Abd Allah Thanawi, he travelled to
Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki and requested jjzzah from him. He was such a

brilliant student, that after his teacher died, the position was filled by him.

Written works:

® Milah al-Quran — written on 7: ajwz‘a', Waq£ Rasm, and so on. At the

end of the book he mentions his sanads in Hadith and in Qira’at.
® Bib al-Hamzah.

® A book on the ma](]iraj of the Dad.

® A commentary on the Jazariyyah.

Teachers:
® Qari ‘Abd Allah Thanawi — he completed the Seven and 10 Qiraat by
him.

® Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki — he received jjazah in Qira’t from him.

8 Husn al-Muhadarat Vol. 2 pg- 302, 7: adhkiratu Qariyane HindVol. 3 pg. 74.
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Students:

® Qari Ahmad Allah Bahakalptri — he read the 10 Qira’t via the Durrah

and 7: a)g/iba]I to him.

Towards the end of his life he became very ill and bed-ridden, eventuaﬂy
passing away on 15 Dhi al-Qa‘dah 1401/14 September 1981.
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Links to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki via Hifth al-Rahman:
Hifth al-Rahman Deobandi

Dar al-Ulam Deoband was looking for an adept and proficient teacher to head
its Faculty of Qira’at. This position was filled by none other than the expert
Qari Hifth al-Rahman, one of the most skilled students of Qari ‘Abd al-
Rahman Makki. He was born in 1317/1899 in Partabgarh, India.

His initial studies were done at Jami‘ al-Ulam in Kampur. In 1911, he went to
Agra and completed the narration of Hafs by the authority Sheikh ‘Abd al-
Malik ibn Jiwan. In approximately 1919, he presented himself before Qari
‘Abd al-Rahman Makki in Ilaha-abad, under whose auspices he mastered the
10 Qirzat. After completing his study of the major Qirzat books, like the
Taysir, al-Shatibiyyah, al-Ralyyah, al-Durrah, Wujiah al-Musfirah, and so
forth, he remained a few extra years with his teacher and reread all these
books. In this manner, he memorised the lessons of his teacher, becoming an

expert in the field of Qiraat.

Thereafter he left Ilaha-abad for Deoband where he furthered his studies, and
eventually headed the Faculty of Qiraat due to his proficiency in that field. He
authored a brief commentary on Jamal al-Qurin of Moulana Ashraf ‘Ali

Thanawi.

Teachers:

® (Qari ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Sheikh Jiwan.

. Husn al-Muhadarat Vol. 2 pg- 257, T: adhkiratu ijiyéne HindVol. 3 pg- 3.
151



® (Qari ‘Abd al-Rahman Makki.

Students:

® Qari Fatah Muhammad al-Panipati — he read the 10 Qira’¢ to him via

the Durrah.

® (Qari Anis Ahmad Khan.

He died on 24 Shawwal 1388/13 January 1969.
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Links to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki via ‘Abd al-Malik;
from Ith-har Ahmad al-Thanawrt:
Ith-har Ahmad al-Thanawi

He was born in Thanah Bawan, India, in 1346/1927. This great teacher and
prolific writer memorised the Quran at the hands of his father, Hafith [jaz
Ahmad. His initial studies were completed in his home town at the institute
Imdad al-Ulam. In 1943, he registered for higher studies at Mathahir al-‘Ulam
in Saharanfur, and in 1947, he completed his Hadith studies under experts
such as Sheikh al-Hadith Muhammad Zakariyya al-Kandehlawi. Due to the

political instability in India, he later traveled to Pakistan.

In 1954, he met the outstanding student of Sheikh ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki,
Sheikh ‘Abd al-Malik Jiwan. He spent six years under the tutelage and
apprenticeship of this great scholar, mastering the science of 7awid and
Qiraat at his hands. In 1959, he completed his study of the 10 Qira%t and
became an Arabic teacher at a Dar al-Ulam in Lahore, Pakistan. His written

works testify to the exceptional brilliance of this expert.

Written works:
® Jawahir al-Nagiyyah — a commentary on the Jazariyyah.
® Améni)/alz — a commentary on the Sbéﬁbi)gfalz.

o A commentary on the Durrah.

. Husn al-Muhadarat fi Rijal al-Qira‘at Vol. 2 pg. 286
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He also wrote works in other fields.

Teachers:

® Sheikh ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Sheikh Jiwan.

Students:

® Sheikh Ahmad Mia al-Thanawi — he studied and read the Seven Qira’at
via the Sbé,tibi)gfab to him.

His date of demise is unknown.
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Links to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki via ‘Abd al-Malik;

from Muhammad Sabiq al-Lucknawt:

Muhammad Sabiq Lucknawi -

He was the son of Hafith Mahammad Sadiq ibn Hafith ‘Abd al-Samad, born
in 1325/1907. He did his initial studies at Madrasah Furqaniyyah in Lucknow,
India. In 1933, he completed his study and recitation of the Seven Qirair at
the hands of Sheikh ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Sheikh Jiwan. Ten years later, in 1943,
he completed the 10 Qirz'at by the same teacher. He dedicated most of his life
to the teaching of Qur'an with his illustrious teacher at Madrasah Furqaniyyah

in Lucknow.

He was able to recite in the most beautiful of melodies, and his recitals

inspired many students to dedicate themselves to the study of the Qur’an and
Qiraat. Sheikh Muhammad Sabiq had one of the rarest libraries of QiraZatand

1: ajWia’ in India, which included books printed in India, Pakistan, and even

Egypt.

Teachers:

® ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Sheikh Jiwan.

Students:

® Qari Anis Ahmad Khan — he read the Seven and the 10 Qira’at to him.

% Husn al-Muhadarat Vol. 2 pg. 262, 1: adhkirah Qariyane HindVol. 3 pg. 13-14.
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He died in 1386/1966.
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Links to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Makki via Hifth al-Rahman;

from Fatah Muhammad al-Panipati:
Fatah Muhammad al—PaTm.TPatig4

Sheikh Fatah Muhammad ibn Muhammad Isma‘l al—Panipati was born on 12
Dhia al-Qa‘dah 1322/18 January 1905 in Panipat, India. Panipat means a
water-hole, or a place where an abundance of water may be found. It was

called this because of the availability of water, the lush vegetation and

greenery.

At the age of two, he lost his eyesight due to sickness. This did not prevent
him from becoming one of the greatest scholars of Qira4t during his time. His
blindness only hightened his other senses, especially his memory. At five, he
started learning how to recite the Qur'an. Thereafter, he also studied Hadith,
Figh, Tafsir and many other Islamic sciences. His forte was in 7ajwid and
Qiraat. He memorised many books like the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah, the
1: a)g/iba]i, the %gi]ab, the ]azari)g/ab, the 7Tuhfah of Jamziiri and many other
works. He had a unique memory in which he could recall any verse at any
given time. In fact, his memory was so outstanding, that when he was tested
on the Qur'an, he was able to recite with complete ease the last few words of
every verse without reading the beginning of the verse. If questioned about a
particular verse, he was able to recite the verses following and preceding that
verse. Similarly, if one read a line from any book that he had memorised, he

would be able to continue and recall the verses before it and after it. At the

8 Husn al-Muhadarat Vol. 2 pg- 319, Imta ‘al-Fudala’Vol. 1 pg- 320.
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young age of 12, he was already appointed an assistant to the teachers of

Qur’an. He taught the Qur’an for the rest of his life until the day he died.

In 1928, he enrolled at Dar al-Ulam Deoband. Here he not only received
jjazah in Hadith, but in Qira’t as well. He later taught at the very institute. In
1947, he settled in Pakistan, where he taught many. Towards the end of his
life, he became very ill, but that did not hinder him from teaching Qur’an. In
1972, he travelled to Medina where he remained until his death on Thursday
16 April 1987/17 Sha‘ban 1407. The Prayer for the deceased (salat al-janazah)
was performed after the Jumu@ah Prayer and he was buried in Baqi‘ between

Imam Nafi¢ and Imam Malik.

Written works:

o (]néyét al-Rahmani — this is one of the most extensive commentaries

written on the Shatibiyyah.

® Al-Qurrat al-Mardiyyah sharh Al-Durrat al-Mudiyyah.

® A commentary on Wujih al-Musfirah of Sheikh Mutawalli on the 10
Qiraat.

® Miftah al-Kamal sharh Tuhfat al-Atfal.

® As-hal al-Mawarid sharh ‘Aqgilah Atrab al-Qasa’id.

® Kashif al-Usr sharh Nathimat al-Zuhr.

Teachers:

® Muhy al-Islam ‘Uthmani.
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® Hifth al-Rahman Deobandi.

Students:
® Rahim Bakhsh Panipati.
® Muhammad Tahir Rahimi.
® Ahmad Mia Thanawi.

® Muhammad Tamim Zubi — he read the Sbé,tibl)g/a]], the Durrah, the

1: 3)71'/)3[1 and other texts to him and received 1]523/1 for it.

L Yahyé Ghawthani — he received z'j'éza]l ammah from the Sheikh.
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Notes™

Tbrahim al-Ubaydi "~ (still alive in 1237/1822)
He read the Seven and 10 Qirait via the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and the
Tayyibah, as well as the Four Shadhdh Qira‘at to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ujhari
and ‘Ali al-Badr1.”

‘Alf al-Badsi® (d. 1199/1785)

In zjazat three teachers are mentioned: Ahmad al—Asqéti, Ahmad al—Baqari and

Muhammad al-Uzbakawi; the former being his primary teacher.

Others mentioned amongst his teachers are Sheikh Mahfath and Yasuf Afandi
Zadah.

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ujhari~ (d. 1198/1784)
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ujhari did not read an entire khatm to Yasuf Afandi
Zadah. While on travel to perform hajj in 1153 A.H./1741 C.E., he read Sarat
al-Fatihah and the first five verses of Surat al-Bagarah in the Seven Qiraat via
the Shatibiyyah and the Taysir to him, and received jjazah from him in the

. __ 9%
entire Qur’an.

% All dates are given according to Dr Ayman Rushdi Suwayd. Dates of subsequent
research by scholars like Dr Mustafa Shaban and others might differ.

s Kashkal Ibn Sha‘ban, pg. 21.

& Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg. 147, 152.

5 Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg. 150.

% Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg. 145.

* See Mujam al-Mukhtass of Murtada al-Zabidi, pg 339.



He read the Seven and 10 Qirait via the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and the

1

Tayyibah, as well as the Four Shadhdh Qira’at to Ahmad al—Baqari.9

Ahmad al—Baqari9 * (d. 1189/1775)
Ahmad al-Baqarl read the Seven and 10 Qirzat via the Shatibiyyah, the
Durrah and the Tayyibah, as well as the Four Shadhdh Qira’at to Muhammad

al—BaqarI.g3

Muhammad al-Bagari is the sole teacher he mentions in Qiraat.

Muhammad al-Uzbakawt
He read the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to Sheikh Muhammad al-Bagart.

Abhmad al-Asqati” (d. 1159/1746)
Ahmad AsqatT’s main teacher to whom he read the Seven and 10 Qiraat via
the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and the Tayyibah was Abu al-Su‘id ibn Abi al-
Nar al-Dimyati. Though he read a complete khatm in the 10 Qira’at via the
Shatibiyyah and the Durrah to him, he did not recite the entire Qur'an via the
Tayyibah to Abu al-Suid, but only Sirat al-Bagarah and Al Imran, and

received zjazah for the entire Qur'an.

' Kashkil Ibn Sha ban, pg. 84.
* Kashkal Ibn Sha ban, pg. 83.
* Kashkal Ibn Sha‘ban, pg. 83, 174.
* Kashkal Ibn Sha ban, pg. 171.
» Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg- 45.
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He did not read the entire Quran to Sheikh Shams al-Din al-Manafi, but only
read the third quarter of the third Aizb of Sarat al-Bagarah to him and received

Jjazah for the entire Qur'an.

He did not read to Sheikh Ahmad al-Banna, but that he received J]'a‘zab from
him in the 10 Qirzat without reading to him. He also received jjazah for al-

Banna’s book, /thaf Fudala’ al-Bashar, as well as J]'a‘zalz ammah from him.

‘Alf al- Manstr (d. 1134/1722)
He read to many teachers, including Sultan al-Mazzahi, ‘Ali al-Shabramallisi

and Muhammad al—Baqari.

He read the 10 Qira’t via the 7T a)g/ibalz to Muhammad al—BaqarI.97

Ahmad al-Banna’ (d. 1117/1705)
He read the 10 Qirzat via the Tayyibah to ‘Ali al-Shabramallisi, as he

mentions in /that

He transmits the 14 Qira’at from Sultan al-Mazzahi.

Muhammad al-Bagari~ (d. 1111/1699)
He read the Seven and 10 Qirait via the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and the
Tayyibah, as well as the Four Shadhdh Qira‘at to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Yamani.

% Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg. 157.
¥ Kashkial Ibn Shaban, pg- 175.
% Kashkal Ibn Shaban, pg. 52.
* Kashkil Ibn Sha ban, pg. 172.
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Sultan al-Mazzahi (d. 1075/1665)
He read via the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah, the Tayyibah, as well as the Four
Shadhdh Qira’at to Sayf al-Din al-Fadali.

100

' gashkal Ibn Sha ban, pg. 159.
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Notes

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Yamani (d. 1050/1640)
He did not complete his khatm of the Seven Qira’t by his father due to his

father’s unexpected demise.

He read the 10 Qira‘at via the Tayyibah to both ‘Ali ibn Ghanim al-Maqdisi
and Ibn Abi al-Haram al-Madani.

He read the Seven and 10 Qira’at via the S[zéﬁbi)g/a[z, the Durrah and the
7 3)71'/33/1, as well as the Four Shadhdh Qira’at to Ahmad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd
al—Haqq al—Sunbz?lﬁ.m1

Sayf al-Din al-Fadali (d. 1020/1611)
He read the Seven Qira’at via the Slzéﬁbi)gfafl to Shihadhah al-Yamani.

2

He read the Seven and 10 Qiraat via the Shatibiyyah, the Durrah and the
T a}g/iba/z, as well as the Four Shadhdh Qira’at to Ahmad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd
al—Haqq al—Sunbéti.103

‘Ali ibn Ghanim al-Magqdisi " (d.1004/1596)
He read the 10 Qira’at via the T: a)gfibab to both Muhammad al-Samadisi and
al-Sharaf ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Sunbati.

"' Kashkal Ibn Sha'ban, pg. 99, 159, 161.
% Kashikal Ibn Sha ban, pg. 161.
"® Kashkal Ibn Sha‘ban, pg. 99, 159, 161.
" Kashikal Ibn Sha ban, pg. 168.



Ibn Abi al-Haram al-Madani' ~ (d. 1001/1593)
His name is Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Shafi‘t.

He read the 10 Qiraat via the Tayyibah to Muhammad al-Samadisi.

Ahmad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Sunbat * (d.997/1589)
Many confuse him with his father Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Sunbati.

He read the Seven and 10 Qira’at via the S/Iéﬁbi)gfaﬁ, the Durrah and the
Tayyibah, as well as the Four Shadhdh Qiraat to al-Jamal Yasuf ibn Sheikh al-

Islam Zakariyyé al—Ans:"nri.107

He read the Seven — perhaps the Minor 10 — Qirzat to Shihadhah al-

_ 108
Yamani.

' Kashkal Ibn Sha‘han, pg. 37.
" Kashkal Ibn Sha%ban, pg. 99.
*" Kashkal Ibn Sha‘ban, pg. 99, 159, 161.

" Kashkal Ibn Sha%hin, pg. 99.
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From Ibn al-Jazari to the Prophet & via the Shatibiyyah

The Prophet éﬁ”&

v v v
Zayd ibn Thabit <& ‘Alf % Ubayy ibn Ka'b <%
v v v

‘Aba ‘Al-Rahman al-Sulami

‘Asim ibn Abi al-Najud

Hafs ibn Sulayman

‘Ubayd ibn al-Sabbah

Ahmad ibn Sahl al-Ushnani

Abu al-Hasan al-Hashimi

Tahir ibn Ghalban

Abu ‘Amr al-Dani

Sulayman ibn Najah

‘Ali ibn Hudhayl al-Balansi

Imam al-Shatib1

Al-Kamal ‘Ali ibn Shujé‘

Al—Tan al—Sé’igh
v v v
Ibn al-Baghdadi Ibn al-S@’igh Ibn al-Jundi
v v v

Imam Ibn al-Jazari
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